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Foreword 


It is commonly believed that the Ameri- The greatest danger does not lie in the 


can South has lost its most distinctive great mass of Southern people, the farmers, 
features and has at last joined the main- small businessmen, workers: Such people 
stream of American life. Now that segreg= are the heart of the South, have defended 
ation, poverty, and ignorance are on the 


it in battle, and when defeated have clung 
to their traditions with a strength and an 
endurance that does credit to their sound- 


» Detroit, and Newark. néss of heart. It is the affluent and ed- 
hich really existed only 


wane, Southerners 
high standards of 
zens of Cleveland 
The Old South -- w 
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i uc rners who are in danger of 

in novels--is dead. So the argument runs. fesine shots Cieeurigne, Such people are 

expos barrage of ropaganda from 

,_ We do not deny that the South is chang - roel 9 ey ieetured , mages ites, movies, 

ing rapidly, too rapidly for its own good. and television programs. The basic mes~ 

The signs are everywhere: chain stores, sage is that the South must change, that 

fastfood operations, Atlanta, suburban this land of bigotry, violence and stagna- 
sprawls, and the horde of intellectual Sou- 


tion must grow and progress until it is no 
different from Iowa or New Jersey. In all 
this chorus of reconstructive criticism, 
there are almost no public voices raised 
in defense of the South and its traditions. 


therners -- happily expatriate -- who make 
their living by ridiculing their homeland. 


But it is not obvious to us that the 
South 1s becoming Yankeefied simply be- 
cause it is suffering through the second 


The Southern Partisan intends to be that 
ett of ‘the twentieth century. We are in voice, a reminder of all that_was and is 
danger of losing our identity, especially distinctively good about the South. The 
by the loss of that sense of neighborhood Old South, with its almost exclusively ag- 


and kinship, of the old way of doing busi- 
mess only with friends and relatives, of 
that whole spirit which people used to 


rarian interest, may be dying, but it. does 
not have to be replaced by a New South 
that is nothing more or better than the 


call Southern hospitality. But we have old Northeast, whose fiscal and spiritual 
preserved more than we have lost. We do bankruptcy should be a lesson to us all. 
not believe that the essence of the South- ; 

€rn tradition has much to do with slavery The South has a great deal to be proud 
or Jim Crow --no matter how pervasive they of, a great deal worth saving. We only 
were in Southern life. It is a Marxist need the will and the commitment to a way 


fallacy to reduce a culture down to its ec 


2 : of life and a set of common values that 
onomic elements and class antagonisms. We cannot be weighed and measured or bought 
do believe that the greatest struggle lies and sold. It is in the spirit of renewed 
in the next thirty years and that it is up dedication and a revived sense of the Sou- 
to this generation of Southerners to de- thern identity that we offer this first 


cide whether or not the South will endure. issue of The Southern Partisan. 


The hour perchance is not yet wholly ripe 

When all shall own it, but the type 

Whereby we shall be known in every land 

Is that vast gulph which lips our Southern 
Strand, 

And through the cold, untempered ocean 
pours 

Its genial streams, that far off Arctic 
shores 

May sometimes catch upon the softened 
breeze 

Strange tropic warmth and hints of summer 
seas. 

- Henry Timrod, "Ethnogenesis" 


The WEW South : 


"A SAD BUT HISTORIC OCCASION," 
Carolina's Comptroller General called the 
presentation of a $200 pension check to 
the last widow of a Confederate veteran in 
South Carolina, Mrs. Daisy Cave, 87. When 
Mrs. Cave reaches 90, the state will in- 
Crease the pension to $600. The Compt roi - 
ler General remarked that “Most people.,. 
don't realize that the State of South Car- 
Olina is still honoring a commitment made 
in 1866." He might have added that the 
Pension is an 1866 pension. The State 
could at least pay off in Confederate dol- 
lars which is worth a great deal more than 
WS, currency. 


South 


JACKBOOTS, NIGHT SHIRTS, 
BEER? Klansmen, Nazis, and members of 
Other vacist groups met near the end of 
September in Louisburg, North Carolina, and 
formed the United Racist Front. Klansmen 
confessed to being uneasy with the swasti- 
kas, but stressed the need for better or- 
ganization. A noose, "for purely inspira- 


AND BLUE RIBBON 


tional purposes" was strung from an old 
oak tree outside the meetings. 
OUR SWEET REASON AWARD TO Hosea Williams 


for his remarks made after the drowning of 
Arthur Norwood on a civil rights march to 
protest capital punishment and imprison- 
ment. Williams said that Norwood "Caught a 
Cramp" because of the heat and the long 
march; however, "It was the system, soci- 
ety that killed this man, that forced this 


march." For want of a nail the shoe was 
lost, for want of a shoe the horse was 
bed for want of a horse the man was. 
OSE. ws 


IT'S ONLY MONEY, The National Endowment 
for the Arts recently handed out more of 
your money to the Coordinating Council of 
Literary Magazines so that awards could be 
given to such deserving publications as 
Gay Sunshine ($3,000), Gaysweek ($500), 
Sinister Wisdom -- "devoted exclusively to 
the development of Lesbian literature," 
not to mention magazines dedicated to one 
Or another "minority'"--Blacks, Indians, Wo- 
men, and such mainline stuff as vile 
($1,500), Nicotine soup, and the partisan 
Review (no relation). 


GOOD-BYE COLUMBUS. A panel of three feder- 
al judges recently dismissed a seven-year- 
old lawsuit aimed at "desegrating" the 
school systems of the Atlanta area. The 
grounds of the complaint were the usual -~ 


the inner city is mostly black, the sub- 
urbs’ white. The plaintiffs, however, 
claimed the adverse decision was "a vic- 


tory just to get them to rule, even though 
they did us in." Lawsuits are apparently 
one of those games where everybody wins. 


HARRIS NECK. It is sometimes argued that 
Federal bureaucracy only lords it over the 
white middle classes but acts as advocate 
and friend of the poor and black. The for- 

mer residents of Harris Neck, Georgia, and 
their descendants know better. In 1942 the 
town was condemned, flattened, and turned 
into an airfield and training center. A 
few years ago the government turned the 
area into a wildlife refuge. According to 
the leader of an apparently peaceful pro- 

test, Edgar Timmons, jr., most of the resi- 
dents had been paid less than $10 an acre, 
and “Some people weren't even paid any- 

thing." The group has filed suit in U.S. 

District Court, Savannah, on the grounds 

that the land was illegally seized and 

that the federal government has failed to 

live up to its promise to return the land 

at the end of the war. 


POLICE BRUTALITY has been alleged against 
the York County, South Carolina, Sheriff's 
department. The FBI is investigating com- 
plaints made by the wife and mother of 
Robert Bo Thomas that deputies broke 
Thomas' jaw by hitting him in the face 
with their pistols. Mr. Thomas was ar- 
rested after a two-hour chase and shooting 
match. He is charged merely with armed 
robbery, wounding a sheriff's deputy, and 


kidnapping. The FBI is sure to retrieve 
some of its tarnished glory with this in- 
vestigation. 

JUDGE ENDS POLITICAL CAREER. Former attor- 
ney-General Griffin Bell, now an unpaid 
trouble-shooter for President Carter, told 


the Atlanta Constitution, "TI won't prac- 
tice partisan politics." Bell's many ad- 
mirers will welcome the announced change. 


My friends all know I'm interpersonal. 
But long before I'm interpersonal 
Away 'way down inside I'm personal. 
Just so before we're international 
We're national and act as nationals. 
The colors are kept unmixed on the 
palette, 
Or better on dish plates all around 
the room. 


. 


It*s hard to tell which is the worse 
abhorrence ? 

Whether it's persons pied or nations 
pied. 

Don't let me seem to say the exchange, 
the encounter, 

May not be the important thing at last. 

It may well be. We meet--I don't say 
when- - 

But must bring to the meeting the 
naturest, 

The longest-saved-up, raciest, localest 

We have strength in reserve to bring. 


- Robert Frost. 


Summertime and the Livin’ is Easys 


The Quality of Life im the South 
by John Shelton Reed 


L. Mencken 
to study 


Some forty years ago, H. 
and one of his cronies set out 
the “level of civilization” in each of the 
(at that time) forty-eight states. They 
put together a variety of quantitative in- 
dicators of health, wealth, literacy, gov- 
ernmental performance, and so on, and tri- 
umphantly announced in the American Mer- 
cury that “the worst American State" was 
Mississippi. Alabama was next followed by 
the other eleven Southern states, with 
only New Mexico (at number 40) breaking up 
the otherwise solid South. The four "best" 
states were Massachusetts, Connecticut, 
‘ow York, and (believe it or not) New Jer- 
sey, in that order. 


* 


*‘ similar study, published just last 
year, is much more sophisticated, methodo- 
logically, than Mencken's, and it has re- 
placed his word "civilization" with the 


more modish phrase "quality of life." But 

it uses basically the same sorts of indi- 

cators measures of economic well-being 

and governmental services--and it comes up 

with substantially the same results: the 

Southern states are all at the bottom of 
the scale. Once again -- or still -- the 

“quality of life’’ in the South is the poor- 
est in the country. 


Of course Southerners have been familiar 
with criticisms like this ,for a long time 
--since the 1850s, anyway .> Those who've 
felt obliged to defend the South have usu- 
ally replied with variations on the theme 
that man doesn't live by bread alone. One 
of the most eloquent statements of this 
position came from the Vanderbilt Agrar- 
ians, who published their manifesto, J’'ll 
Take My Stand, at just about the same time 
Mencken was collecting his statistics. 
Their philosophy can be summarized by the 
Southern folk maxim that success is get~- 
ting what you want, but happiness is want- 
ing what you get. 


Now, certainly there have been versions 
of the good society besides just one in 
which everybody is happy. Samuel Johnson 
could scoff at happiness as a criterion 
for quality of life: a bull, he said, 
standing ina field, with lots of grass 
and a cow nearby, probably thinks he's the 
happiest creature alive. But a contributor 
to a recent symposium on the "quality of 
life" concept has pointed out that nearly 
all discussions of the concept, lately, 
have taken it for granted that the quality 
of life in a society means the extent to 
which it makes for individual happiness -- 
or satisfaction -- or what the economists 
mean by their special use of the word "wel- 
fare." Mencken used the same criterion: 


he quoted J. B. Bury with approval--"a con- 
dition of Creme happiness is the issue 
of the earth's great business,"'® 


_ And certainly, as somébody said’ once, 
happiness is no laughing matter. 1'11 come 
back to some of the problems With using 
individual havitiness as a defining measure 
of the "quality of life," but--for the mo-~- 
ment =- let's accept the general consensus 
that it should be so, or at least that 
happiness is an important component of the 
concept. 


. One development in the social sciences 
since Mencken's time, and one with an im- 
portant bearing on this question, is the 
elaboration and refinemenht of sample sur- 
vey techniques and of social-psychological 
measurement. It's no longer true that “of 
happiness and despair we have no measure." 
We don't have to assume anymore that 
wealthy people are happier than poor ones: 
we can show this is so, and --equally im- 
portant ~+ we can show when and under what 
conditions it is not so. And when we ask 
the question, "What is the worst American 
state?" we can use an entirely different 
sort of indicatgr: direct, social-psychol- 
Ogical measurement of satisfaction. When 
nd i this, we get some interesting re- 
sults. 


_ Now, ®ven if we restricted ourselves to 
the kind of things governments ordinarily 
collect statistics about, there are rea- 
sons to doubt the perennial conclusion 
that the quality of life in thé South is 
relatively poor. We find striking differ- 
ences in the South's faver, for example, 
in suicide rates, in rates of mental ill- 
ness, in rates of alcoholism, and heart 
disease, and other stress-related health 
problems. Each of these differences is 


open to several interpretations, of course, 


but -- taken together -- they 
shouldn't jump to conclusions 
quality of Southerners' lives. There is 
also the matter of.migration statistics. 
It's well known by now, I suppose, that 
there has been net in-migration to the 
South for whites for some time. I'm told 
that for the last three years there's been 
net in-thigration for blacks as well. The 
social and demographic characteristics of 
these immigrants suggest that many of them 
are responding to something more than just 
economic opportunity. 


suggest we 
about the 


It's when we turn to the survey evidence, 
though, that the contradictions are really 
striking. Merle Black, a Texan who teaches 
political science at North Carolina, 
looked at sample data From the citizens of 
thirteen states, including the five South- 
ern states of North Caroling, Alabama, 
Texas, Louisiana, and Florida. Everyone 
was asked this question: “All things con- 
sidered, would you say that your state is 


the best state in which to live?" Overall, 
about 63 percent of the respondents ‘felt 
they were currently living in the best 
state. But there was huge variation in 
this figure from one state to another. By 
this fheasure, the "best" of the thirteen 
states examined was--well, North Carolina, 
where niore than 90 percent of the natives 
felt their state was the best. Alabama was 
the next best, followed by the other South: 
ern states. Only California (fourth of the 
thirteen) ranked higher than any Southern 
state. The “worst state, in the opinion 
of its residents, was Massachusetts -- 
Mencken's "best" state--where only about 
40 percent of the sample felt that their 


state was the best, "all things con- 
sidered." New York was also one of men- 
cken's "best states," but it does just 


about as poorly. It looks as if my fellow 
Tennesscean, Brother Pave Gardner, may 
have been right when he said that the only 
reason people live in the North is because 
they have jobs there. (ile said he'd never 
heard of anyone retiring to the North.) 


For the thirteen states Black looked at, 
the rank-order correlation between Men- 
cken’s index of “civilization” and Black's 
measure of satisfactfon was a negative .76. 
The Northeastern states were civilized and 
discontent, the Southern states happily 
backward, avid the Midwest was--as usual-~ 
mediocre all the way around. Only Calif- 
ornia was above average in both respects, 
and only South Dakota, below. 


In my own work, with a series of Gallup 
polls dating back to 1939, I've found very 
similar results. When Americans are asked 
where they would most like to live, if 
they could live anywhere they wanted, a 
constant finding is that Southerners like 
it where they are better than any other 
Americans, except possibly Californians. 


Isn't this odd? Why don't we Southerners 
realize how bad off we are? Or, for that 
matter, why don't Northeasterners appreci- 
ate how well off they are? Looking for ex- 
pert opinions, I polled a small sample of 
ity colleagues in the Sociology Department 
at North Carolina. A few of them--trans- 
planted Yankees -- suggested that Souther - 
ners are too ignorant to know any better. 
But that just won't do. Most of the people 
who said this were Phls -- who can be pre- 
sumed to "know better," and who still 
choose to live in North Carolina. Besides, 
Merle Black's data show that, among North 
Carolinians generally, those with more edu- 
cation, more opportunities for travel, and 
so forth, are no less likely to regard 
North Carolina as the “best state" than 
anyone else, In Massachusetts, it's true 
that the people who “know better" like 
their state less, but that's not the case 
in the South-- at least not in North Caro- 
lina, As a matter of fact, nothing makes 


any difference in the generally ‘high evalu- 
ation that North Carolinians have of their 
state. Merle Black shows that black North 
Carolinians are as enthusiastic as white 
ones, rich ones as enthusiastic as poor 
ones (hut no more so), urban folk like the 


state as well as rural ones.... Only re- 
vent omisrants (and  f emnhasize recent) 
have an cvaluation of the state which is 
Jess than overwhelmingly favorable. It 


Jooks as if thomas Wolfe was on to some- 
thing when he wrote in his notebook: “New 
Mugland is provincial and doesn't know it 
the Middle Nest is provincial, and knows 
rt, and ss ashamed of it, but, God help us, 


the South is provincial, knows it, and 
doesn’t care.” 


No, the paradox these data present can't 
be explained by saying that Southerners 
don't know any better--although, of course, 
some don't. | think part of the contradic: 
tion ts more apparent than real. What is a 
Poor and tenorant Tarheel telling ous when 
he ~ ays that North Carolinn is the “best 
state? Why, he's telling us that it's 
hetter ty be poor and ignorant in North 
cee read Ghat than in any other state. Sure, 
he'd rather be rich, but he probably 
doubts that he can really improve his eco- 
Homte comlition by beaving. If he thought 
that, he'd probably leave. 


Obviously it’s better to be rich than 
poor -- and if it's not obvious, there's 
Plenty of evidence to prove it. It's not 


so obvious that it's better to live ina 
rich state than in a poor onc. In fact, 


there are good reasons to suppose that 
Viving in a rich state makes rich folks 
feel tess rich, and poor folks feel 


poorer.!" So any given individual may be 
Psvchologically “better off" in a state 
ihe North Carolina, or Alabama, where the 
average individual is worse off. 


Residles that, the kind of cconomics and 
Politics that can make a state healthy, 
wealthy, and wise--"civilized,"” as Mencken 
would have it--can have at least short-run 


effects: that people experience as debits 
in the “quality of Life’ ledger. For ex- 
japle, New York spends twice as much per 
Pupil on education as North Carolina. 


Score one for the quality of life in New 
York shen those pupils finish school. But 
‘North Carolina's taxes are about half of 
New York's per capita. Score--how much?-- 
for the quality of life in North Carolina 
right now. Workers earn half again as much 
in Illinois as in South Carolina. But 
they're on strike for an average of four 
to ten times as many days ina given year 
++ often with negative consequences for 
other people’s "quality of life." Connec- 
ticut’s homicide rate is only half of 
Virginia's. But many Virginians would find 


Connecticut's gun control laws oy ae 
ious interference with Ehpit persemee sal- 
dom. New Jerséy is more highly ements is 
ized than Arkansas. But Arkanses * 
cleaner. 


My point isn't that the Seuthern nen. 
are preferable in each of these — as 
SONS, (1, for one, would be glad tee 
higher taxes to improve education In of 
Carolina: Tf have to teach graders et 
North Carolina high schools.) |! ; are 
pointing out that a given individua Pay 
quite rationally be unwilling te "bees 
clear and present good thing for 8 ee 
and hypothetical benefit--w ich will P 
ably accrue to someane else 
It's perfectly -xréasonable 
born in New York -- you'll have rine 
statistical chance of surviving to rare 
hood, getting a decent education, a" ote 
tering a high-paying occupation. au ot 
may also be reasonable to want to Bria 
North Carolina--your money will go sagt 
and yvou'il enjoy life moré. (1 think ree 
migration statistics are telling us: tha 
people arc starting to notiec this.) 


Anyway, if we recognize that workers in 
what we can call the "Menckenian' tradi- 
tion are measuring one thing and that the 
people who talk abaut satisfaction" are 
measuring another, we've gone a long way 
towird explaining the apparent discrep- 
ancies. There are some interesting ques~ 
tions left, though. For instance, what 15 
it about the Southern states that their 
residents like so much? I've already sug- 
gested a few possible answers, but I want 
to press on-- without fear and without re- 
search, as somebody (I think Carl Becker) 
said once -- I want to press on to argue 
that there are things that everybody wants 
(or almost everybody) and that Southerners 
have more of. I think we can explain why 
Southerners like their communities and 
their states so much -- and it's not that 
the climate affects their brains directly 
(as one of my colleagues suggested). 


Let me describe a whimsical "quality of 
life’ index I constructed, one I think 
does a fantastically good job of predict~ 
ing which states are jovable and which 
aren't. This index has two components: 
mean winter temperature and robberies per 
100,000 population in 1971. These two face 
tors explain nearly two-thirds of the var- 
iation in the ranks of the states on Merle 
Black's “best state" question. Obviously, 
people like safe, warm places. 12 


This finding tells us more than that, 
though. It's a roundabout way of telling 
us what's important to people when they're 
deciding whether someplace is a good place 
to live. Each of those components--climate 
and robberies--is standing in, so to speak, 
for a host of other characteristics. The 


average winter temperature has all sorts 
of implications for people's way of life 
(or “lifestyle, if you prefer). And the 


robbery rate tells us a lot about personal 
relations and social stability. I suggest 
te you that this is the sert of thing pco- 
ple have in mind when they say that North 
Carolina is the "best state’ -- or that 
Massachusetts isn't.13 


seca Adder three years ago, another fellow 
ow as eda Sample of North Carolininas 

lat would you say is the best thing about 
the South?'!4 More than two-thirds of our 
respondents mentioned natural conditions-- 


ee benign climate, the clean air, the 
irae and wildlife, the easy pleasures 
of a life lived largely outdoors. There's 


nething uniquely Southern about this taste: 


the frequent mob scenes in eur nation's 


oe tell us that. But Southerners can 
Indulge themselves more éasily and more 


often than their less favored brethren -- 


riage data show that that's important to 


Incidentally, I don't think it's: acci- 
dental that the climate hasn't turned up 
in most “quality of Life™ indexes. Most of 
them have been constructed hy intensely 
practical men, concerned with policy--and 
there's not a whoie lot the government can 
do about the weather. At least not yet. 
Thank God. Dr. Johnson wrote: 


How small of all that human hearts en- 


dure, 
That part that kings or Jaws can cause 
or cure. , 
--words to make a political scientist 
gnash his teeth, but we need to keep them 
in mind when we talk about what makes 
people happy. 
The other component in my little index, 


the number of robberies per 100,000 popul- 


ation, reflects another major concern of 
Americans: what was called, not too long 
ago, “crime in the streets." Poll after 


poll shows that many Americans just don't 
feel safe. Now it has been almost tradi- 
tional to put the homicide rate into "qual 


ity of life't indexes -- and the South 
doesn't do too well on that score. But the 
thing about homicide, especially in the 
South, is that it's not “in the streets." 
It's often in the home, and usually be- 
tween friends. And even in the South it's 
pretty unusual. What's more common, and 


is being robbed 
by a stranger 
is only 


what people are scared of, 
mugged, raped, and burgled 
And North Carolina's robbery rate 
one-tenth of New York's. 


I think in some ways the most important 
effects of the robbery rate (and all that 
it imples) are indirect -- the suspicion 


. 


and distrust that follow from it, the ab- 
sence of easy and cordial interaction with 
strangers. This kind of thing 1s important 
to people, too. When we asked what the 
best thing about the South was, half of 
our respondents said that the people were: 
that Southerners are friendly, they're po- 
lite, they take things casy, they're easy 
te get along with. Two recent studies from 
the University of Michigan document the 
obvious fact that personal relations are 
important to al1 Americans--we all rely on 
face-to-face interaction for the greater 
part of _the satisfaction we get. from 
life.15 4 But the North Carolinians tn our 
poll seem to feel, and I agree with them, 
that the texture of day-to-day life 3s 
pleasantor in the South -- particularity in 
fleeting, secondary interactions (like 
those with salesclerks and secretaries and 
cabdrivers and policemen and-- | regret to 
say -- students). A good part of nearly 
everybody's day is taken up with precise: 
ly that kind of interaction. It might as 
well be pleasant. 


Here again, the effeets of state govern 
ment and of the economy are really pretty 
remote. The kinds of things that Mencken 
and other toilers in that vineyard are 
measuring don't really have mich to tell 
us about this aspect of “quality of Life." 
Of course Southerners know what Mencken 
was trying to tel] them; very few of our 
respondents mentioned politics or econo 
mics when we asked them what they liked 
best about the South, and nearly a third 
mentioned them when we asked what they 
liked best about their region. Atl in 
all, I read these dita to say that stste 
and local politics don't make much of an 
Impression on most folks, just living clivy 


to-day, except as an entertaining das ag oe 
the 


(perhaps especially entertaining in 
South. ) 

If I had the time and the weather 
weren’t so nice--1 conld prolably go an te 


explain the rest of the variation in the 
lovability of the states. T'al start with 
observed facts (like that hemcowntng ts an 
important value for most Americans) or 
with saund theoretical propositions (like 
that people are more comfortable in cul 

turally homogencous communities), and I'd 
translate those into meusures we could 
look up in the city and County Duta Book, 
But I hope I've made my point -- or rather 


points. Let me spell them out, to wrap 
this up. 
First, we need to be clear whether wetre 


talking about the "quality of life” of a 
given person or of the average person. Se- 
cond, nearly all “good things" come at a 
price, and we need to be sensitive to that. 
Third, we can't impose our own definition 
of “good things" on people--they will per 
versely continue to use their own. Fourth, 


there are many important aspects of the 
good life that policy-makers can't do _any- 
thing about. And my last observation is 
that Providence has seen fit to endow the 
South with more than its share of this 
bounty. And we can be thankful for that. 
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William Henry Drayton, a Neglected Founding Father 


by M. E. Bradford 


There is a great disadvantage which 
comés from beginnin a study of our poli- 
tical inheritance a the American Revolu- 
tion with the contemporary view of natural 
rights. Or with an uncircumstanced and 
ahistorical réading of the Declaration of 
Independence--the kind of reading which is 
a major source of modern natural rights 
theory. To understand what the Declara- 
tion signified to those who made it, to 
those who ratified its final version, and 
to those outside of Philadelphia who ac- 
cepted the costs it was bound to bring to 
the ordinary, non-theoretical American, we 
should leok away from the noise that Bos-~ 
ton made and beyond the standard group of 
“advanced thinkers" who have long domin- 
ated our view of the times. Instead, we 
should focus upon the slow and painful 
stages by which thirteen separate politi- 
cal communities backed their way into 
their own discrete commitments to civil 
war. And particularly those communitics 
which moved the whole difficult way to 
separation from the mother country without 
any "love of innovation" or "lust of inde- 
pendence": without violating the familiar 
boundaries of British constitutional the- 
ory or the historic and painfully accumu- 
lated dicta of the Old Whig teaching on 
the "inherited" political rights of Eng- 
lishmen.! The most old-fashioned of these 
“separable” revolutions is the one that 
occurred in South carolina: the colony 
whose citizens claimed only those privi- 
leges they could "inherit from the hest of 
titles: prescription, and usage for time 
immemorial." In correcting the conven- 
tional anachronistic view of how our na- 
tion came to be, we will do well to begin 
with these Americans. And then search for 
their counterparts in the remainder of the 
country. 


But though the version of the American 
Revolution played out in South Carolina 
may be treated as a thing in itself, we do 
not mean to say that this particular "“re- 
bellion" included no reaction to rumors 
and reports of related secessjons occurring 


in Pennyslvania, New York, and New Enaland. 


The Committees of Correspondence did their 
job. What befell the inhabitants of the 
City on the Hill signified to the mechan- 
ics and terchants of Charleston and to the 
planters of Goose Creek. Though not neces- 
sarily in the same way. For one thine, the 


thoughtful citizens of Carolina did not al- 


ways approve of what was done by their com 
patriots to the north. At other times, 
they expected more from the Yankees than 
they were ready to perform. And there 
were also occasional differences with 
their Southern neighbors, especially with 


Georgia. But what 
the Carolinians from 


really distinguished 
many of their fellow 


ex-colonials was their rationale for with- 
drawal from the larger British Common- 
wealth: their preference for thé moderate 
analogy of 1688 as opposed to the Puritan 
prototype of 1642. The examples of lawful 


resistance to prince 
out British history. 
Palmetto State requ 


ly power run through- 
The fathers of the 
ired nothing more to 


justify their decisions. A touchstone for 
the exposition of South Carolina’s theory 


of legal resignation 


from the "family" of 


George III is the apologia for their con- 


duct by their compos 


ite voice and most ar- 


ticulate spokesman for independence. Wil- 
liam Hlenry Drayton was the first important. 
Carolinian to call openly for a permanent 


break. No champion 


of the Revolution in 


his community wrote so well or so often as 


did he. I propose 
tions as a way into 


to treat his composi- 
the mind of that col- 


ony as it moved toward thinking of itself 
as an independent republic. And to begin 
that work I will attempt to frame these 


writings in the full 


context of Drayton's 


carecr. For he spoke always as a man of 


his time and place, an incorporated person, 


limited by who, by what and where he was. 


Rarely did he argue 


from definition. He 


spoke not as philosopher but as rhetor. 
Which is precisely why he is so important 


to our attempt to 
shape of our nationa 


recovering the _ total 
1 beginnings. And in 


determining the larger political implica- 


tions of such an ove 


William Henry Drayton (Sept. 1742-Sept.° 


rview. 


3, 1779) came by natural stages to be both 


the center and summa 
Carolina revolution. 
which led to indepe 
the most eee men 
came to Old almost 
within the gift of 
Drayton had been b 
high estate. He was 
ton, one of the gre 
country, and the gr 
ton, who had come 
John Yeamans in the 
ment. William Henry’ 
nor William Bull, o 
citizen. As a yout 
education available 
Westminster School a 
Oxford (1761-1763). 
England, he returne 
assume his place. He 
great house. Yet he 
sion for historical 
and while still very 
respect of almost 
his acquaintance. 


ky figure of the South 
In the exciting days 
ndence he was one of 
in the colony. And he 
every post of honor 
his countrymen. Yet 
orn to privilege and 
the son of John Dray- 
at planters of the low 
andson of Thomas Dray- 
from Barbados with Sir 
days of early settle- 
s uncle was Lt. Gover- 
ld Carolina's leading 
h he received the best 
in his day, both at 
nd at Balliol College, 
After ten years in 

d home to marry and to 
prospered and built a 
continued in his pas- 
studies and the law, 
young had earned the 
every cultured man of 


Yet despite his advantages and his sub- 
sequent record of political acclaim, Dray- 


ton was not always the favorite of his fel- 


low Carolinians. 


During the Stamp Act 


erisis, he réfused to join the Association 
of persons pledged not to trade with the 
mother country. And he attacked this stra- 
tegy of non-violent commercial resistance 
in the Charleston, papers. Christopher Gad= 
sden and other “patriots answered tke 
youthful loyalist. And there were pther 
unpleasant responses. William Henry Dray- 
ton at this stage in his life was follow- 
ing the leadership of the older members of 
his family. But with these disturbances 
(and because the situation troubled him), 
he retired from the scene of conflict and, 
from 1770-1772, took another trip to Eng- 
land. There he moved in the highest cir- 
cles, was presented at court, and observed 
the changing attitude toward the North Am- 
erican colonies in the leaders of British 
Society. He was exposed to what the 
"friends of America" were saying, both in 
Parliament and in print. And also to the 
plans of the King's government to tighten 
the reins on his overseas possessions. But 
whatever Drayton heard and saw, it taught 
him that he was not an Englishman but a 
Carolinian--a colonial, who was often out 
of place or ill-received in the England of 
those years. And, despite the influence of 
father and’ uncle and the family tradition 
of service to the Crown, the experience 
changed his mind about the future of South 
Carolina. When he returned to Charleston, 
Drayton was ready to play a role on the 
Side of his neighbors, should George ILI 
or his servants threaten their liberties 
in any serious way. The challenge came all 
too soon. 


On the advice of Lt. Governor Bull, Wil- 
liam Henry was given, in 1772, an appoint- 
ment to the Council of the province, where 
he joined his father and his Uncle Thomas. 
And in January of 1774, he was made an As- 
sistant Judge. In both offices he was rap- 
idly thrown into conflict with sychophants 
who regarded the colonies as nothing more 
than British "possessions," in that term's 
Narrowest sense: encountered the attitudes 
sounded so often by the ‘King's friends" 
in Parliament during these times of dis- 
pute. Shortly thereafter he began to take 
a part in the formation of a second or "un- 
official” government: in the meetings 
which dispatched delegates to a new Contin- 
ental Congress, ‘authorized a General Com- 
mittee, and called for the pineal of a 
new Provincial Congress to replace the old 
(and paralyzed) Commons House of Assembly. 
At this time Drayton contributed his first 
important pamphlet to the development of 
an American Position on colonial rights 
under the British Constitution, his memor- 
able A Letter From Freeman of South Carol- 
ina, patterned after the 1628 Petition of 
Right brought up agejnst Charles I by the 
great common lawyers.° And from the King's 
Bench, before the grand juries of Camden 
and Cheraws, he delivered the first of his 
famous "charges" or readings of the law 
for the general edification of his country- 


men in the nature and source of their 


rights.® Soon thereafter he was: removed 
from both thé King's Bench and the Gover- 
nor's Council, wt he had found the per- 
sona which he wes to €mploy thréughout the 
remainder of his brief career. For a re= 
markably homogenous, traditional, but un- 
selbconscious society, his role was to ‘be 
that of Law Speaker.’ And through that 
role he reinforced its whity in and by a 
notion of the prescriptive English Consti- 
tution: an authority leng recognized in 
South Carolina, operating on these Engl ish- 
men living overseas as their true “sover- 
eign.” As he told the gentlemen jurors of 
Camden, he “knew fo master but the law? 
and was “a séryant fot to the King, but ‘te 
the Constitution.”® Even though it brought 
him through and beyond revolution, Drayton 
never really departed: from this posture. 
With sanction from the antecedent colonial 
arrangement, from a generally recognized 
and rarely questioned concept of Caro= 
lina's political identify (but not Fram 
generalization about the nature of man), 
a new law might be made. Though net really 
new--only restored. By persisting in this 
vein, William Henry Drayton developed an 
authority over Carolina's political think= 
ing unmatched by the Pinekneys, by John 
Rutledge, Christopher Gadsden, Henry Lau- 
rens, or any of the other great men who 
led her people in this the period of their 
first major ordeal. 


The Provincial Congress elected in Jan- 
uary, 1775, appointed a special committee 
to govern when they were not in session. 
And also a Council of Safety, which made 
plans for social control and for armed re- 
sistance to any British attempt to rule by 
force. Drayton was a figure in both, He 
was called upon to “greet” the newly ap- 
pointed royal governor, Lord William Camp- 
bell: to instruct him, politely, regarding 
the limitations he would face. And during 
the late summer, Drayton was dispatched as 
a commissioner to tour the bac country 
and explain there, in legal terms, the de- 
terioration of the province's relations 
with the imperial powers across the Atlan- 
tic. Later, he treated with the Cherokee. 
And finally, in November of 1775, he was 
élected President of the Provincial Con- 
gress, where he presided over the drafting 
of anew constitution to replace South 
Carolina's royal charter: the first instru- 
ment for independent government written in 
North America--made to preserve "the com- 
mon and unalienable rights peculiar to Eng- 
lishmen."™ In this office Drayton author- 
ized the commencement of hostilities with 
British warships; directed preparations 
for a naval defense of the Carolina coast; 
and, on February 6, 1776, broke the 
Strained silence and became the first man 
in the province to suggest that it_should 
declare itself a Free commonwealth.10 


The final confirmation of Drayton's 
special status as a living embodiment of a 
South Caroling which defined itself in 
terms Of a specific Legal inheritance came 
whén, On March 26, of £776, he was elected 
by the General Assembly created under the 
new constitution to be Chief Justice of 
the state. He held that post until his un- 
timely death. From it he delivered two ad- 
ditional grand jury charges, isstied) in 
April and October of the year of his ap- 
pointment. These, along with his eur ier 
charge as a judge under the royal govern- 
ment and his 1774 petition to the Continen- 
tal Congress, constitute the major portion 


ef his literary achievement, And I wilt 
turn to these works shortly. Yet beyond 
these memorable compositions, there were 


still further labors in the three years re- 
maining. William Henry Drayton wont on 

missions to North Carolina and Georgia, 

acting For John Rutledge, the first presi - 
dent under the new constitution, ! He 
struggled to develop a navy for South Car- 

olina. And in March of 1778, he was el- 

ected to serve as South Carolina's dele- 

gate to the Continental Congress. In that 

assembly he continued to bespouk the poli- 

tical philosophy he had developed among 
his own people, delighted to recommend it 

on a larger, "national" stage. And also 

participated in the debates concerning the 
propesed Articles of Confederation. Ile 

brought his uneasiness regarding this in- 

strument and the problems involved in form- 
ing a federal union of the thirteen infant 

republics back to Oharleston and gave 

there, to the legislature, # thoughtful ad- 
dress prophetic of future conflicts with 

their compatriots in the North. South Car- 

olina ratified the Articles. Yet it -also 

returned Drayton to the Congress, where he 

was recognized as the spokesman of his 

state. There, in the midst of a great var- 

iety of business, Drayton died of a sudden 

attack of typhus. For the close student of 

American historiography, it is most note- 

worthy that, since the day of his death, 

there has been no scrious study of this 

Southern statesman's thought. Andno edi- 

tion of his works. fo that unjustifiable 

omission we now may properly address otr- 

selves, 


The fulcrum of Drayton's political 
teaching was, as I said above, his view of 
the justification for the removal of the 
Stuart prince, James II, from England's 
throne. Which led direetly to his general 
theory of government. Draytom came finally, 
after the Prohibitory Act and related 
speeches, declarations, and pieces of Bri- 
tish legislation which poured out of Lon- 
don in the fall of 1775, to believe that 
George ITI had to all intents “abdicated” 
his place as King over Englishmen in North 
America, King George was guilty of a fail- 
ure in "protection." And since Parliament 


10 


had made a part of the act of removin Drayton b to develop this position 
\mericans— from the securities of Britist io hin apneen "ts eke lanvent of Camden and 
citizenship, that prince's crimes were al- Chewraws and in his a getter from Freeman 
so. theirs. To cast out the colonials, of South Carolina, to the Deputies of 
with the total British government playing North America, Asaemblied in the High agit 
a role in their expulsion, was to place of Congress at Philadeiphia. Like a : 
then mn the stutus of an cnemy occupying later experiments with this species ed 
“ritish soil-- an cnemy to be conquered or public discourse, the 1774 charge Was 
driven out. But it was also to set them printed at public expense. Form and aus- 
free. Ihe Glorious Revolution had pre- pices’ together say thus it is doctrine. 
reeved the monarchy by replacing the king. The Phetgric here ig almost opidetecic, 
the rest of the government was not implic- form of argument from authority. And for 
ated in James f1's violations of law. But the Old Whig almost what the King's speech 
Varltament’s role in 1774-1775, and the from the throne was for a Tory. Drayton 
difference hetween what King George was do- speaks as if no objection to his argument 
img in North America and what he could do were possible. This quality of his style 
tn England, madc simple replacement impos - says as much about the character of the 
sthle. =the Constitution had been broken revolution in South Carolina as do the 
irrevocably. Amcricans could replace nei- particulars of his position. And in turn, 
ther prince nor lords nor members of the dictate his conclusions almost as surely 
Housc of Commons, as the Enelish had sim- as it guarantees for them a favorable re- 
ply replaced James Jf. On the principle ception with the audience for which they 
of 1038, they would have to make another were designed. As a healing instrument, 
shift for restoring their socicty to the it strengthens (or restores) the inter- 
Protection it had lost.12 south Carolina's dependence of a free people with their 
charter (1669), as revised in 1719 (the overnment. Or their affinity for a col- 
end of proprictary authority), would point ective past, sometimes to be called upon 
the way. And also the liberties of Eng- for correction of ah impious present. Drey~- 
lishmcn transplanted to these shores ton's is, ina word, the ultimate anti- 
through those antecedent governments. radical appeal, in persons merging what 

and how he spoke.16 ~ Let us examine this 


rhetoric in ‘'Drayton’s first, published 
charge of November S and 15, 1774. 

The other sources of Drayton's teaching, 
itself reflective of cearlicr British 


thought on lawful resistance, comes closcr The design of Drayton's first speech 
to being philosophical. It involves what from wishin ke ante of the law follows 
aprears to be an argument from nature. the logie of its occasion. He moves from a 
nough to dignify it so is perhaps exces- preamble, presupposing present difficul- 
Stve. With the decision to form an inde- ties (and a contrary view of the office, 
pendent republic in South Carolina, Dray - one professed by mere placement) to dec}are 
ton added to his Prescriptive appeal the his duty as judge, and then goes forward 
claims of necessity--self{-preservation. Af- to a treatment of the jurors' obligations 
ter defining them as outlaws (in the 1775 to preserve their part of the legal system 
“Proclamation for Suppressing Rebellion and make the law alive. The trouble with 
and Sedition”), England had gone heyond as- some judges, says Drayton, is that “they 
serting that Parliament could bind the col- style themselves the King's servants." And 
enials “in a1] cases whatsoever" and had it is against this error that Drayton in- 
moved in the direction of arming and de- sists that his "master" (and that of his 
Ploying Negro slaves qnd Indians to punish audience) is the law. The law “Orders" 
their recalcitrance.! It had suspended that he charge the jurors to give it force. 
charters and forbidden the regular opera- To do otherwise would be “treasonable con- 
tion of duly constituted colonial govern- tempt.” And “particularly so at this cris- 
ments. An army of occupation had been dis- is, when America is in one general and 
patched, trade interrupted, and property generous commotion." To support this view 
seized. Moreover, Americans not willing to of law, Drayton talks first of its origin 
submit would soon face the prospect of pre- and then of what it requires. "This colony 
rogative courts and a transportation to was settled by English subjects; by a peo- 
England for trial. In a word, the British ple from England herself; a people who 
were in the process of waging a war of con- brought over with them, who planted in 
quest against their brethren in North Amer- this colony, and who transmitted to poster- 
ica- To resist would be nothing more than ity the invaluable rights of Englishmen -- 
self-defense. By definition, all men car- rights which no time, no contract, no cli- 
ty in their nature a right to do at least mate can diminish." Here he introduces his 
this much. The best analogy is to the re- own formulation of the familiar Old Whig 
action of Southern moderates when Mr. Lin- eonstitutional theory: a formulation for 


colm called for troops to subdue the seced- English colonials. He traces the same ge- 
ing states. There was no choice but “com- Mealogy (though perhaps with greater 
pliance with the first law of nature.”14 force) in A Letter from Freeman of South 


1] 


Carolina. There he writes that "English to ose the Exuberances of Popular Lib- 
subjects emigrating from England to colon- erty; and at another, the stretehes of the 
ize America, carry with them inherently in Government vert. scl But if neither 
their persons, a title, which is unalien- people nor throne is to be sovéreign, only 
able, and which no time or climate can in- law can rule. Which is precisely the theme 
validate, to enjoy the benefits of the we would expect. Drayton's motif in this 
common law in America.... And such were: full and formal essay is from Lord Coke: 
the Lares our Forefathers religiously em: “Magna Charta is such a fellow, that we 
barked with themselves, to protect them will have no Sovereign."20 Where the Con- 
and their posterity, in the wilds of Amer- stitution is concerned, Drayton recommends 
ica." Thus the law is not merely sover- firmness. Yet his ostensible reason for 
eign. Rather, it is a "household god," in speaking up is to prevent the dispute with 
the Roman sense. It is the seat and source Fngland from becoming more serious than it 
of group identity binding together the already is. Though, as he acknowledges in 
generations of a common blood. And it de- his choice of forms, he recogtizes that 
fines the venture of colonization as a re- possibility. In 1628, Charles I, by re- 
location of anciént familial things, as eeiving the Petition of Right, had re- 
when Aeneas bore his father from the burn- Solved some of his difficulties with the 
ing walls. leadership in the House of Commons, the 
. . men of law. A fow years later he was less 
It is in this spirit of inheritance that successful in confronting another remon- 
Drayton enjoins the gathered keepers of strance. And as a result he shortly there- 
the traditional authority that it is their after faced other, and more deadly adver- 
"duty to exercise those powers with propri- saries. And found himself in a civil war. 
ety; it is mine concisely to point out to 
you the line of your conduct -- a conduct From this baleful sclf-justifying exor- 
which the venerable Constitution of your dium (pp. 2-8), Drayton moved directly 
country intends." For the self=-defining (pp. 8-16) to offer his own helpful sugees- 
inheritance of law/identity, the incarnate tion for reconciliation with the Crown: an 
spirit or "presiding genius of the English American petition for the reformation of 
race," is nourished only through its appli- the structure of government, making the 
cation to present circumstances -= through Continental Congress a permanent part of 
care for the jury system and enforcement the imperial structure. Hach colony would 
of the Negro Act (legislation for social retain control over its internal affairs. 
control). And it ought to be preserved But the responsibility for levying and col- 
“not only for its inestimable value, but lecting a tax to support the Crown's es- 
from a reverence to our ancesters from tet i tetiaetrt in North America would helong 
whom we received it, and from a love of to the national assembly. Drayton will 
our children, to whom we are ‘bourfid by not separate the power to tax from other 
every consideration to deliver down this legislative capacities. This distinction, 
legacy, the most valuable that ever was or often made by his contemporaries, secmed 
can be delivered to posterity."18 Drayton to him a sophistry: and of no use in negat- 
closes by reminding the jurors of their ing American fears of a despotism --one of 
oath to uphold the Constitution. Their re- the announced reasons for the preparation 
sponse (completing our view of the Judge's of this public letter. Drayton, of course, 
performance) was to provide that the insists that Parliament repeal the Coer- 
charge "be printed and made public" as cive Acts of 1774. These five bills closed 


the port of Boston, altered the charter of 


meeting with their approval. 
Massachusetts (giving the King power to ap- 


Drayton's somewhat earlier better from point the Governor's Council), forbade 
Freeman of South Carolina (appearing in town meetings, provided for the quartering 
August) says nothing at variance with his of British troops on the American popula- 
charge to the two grand juries. But it tion, precluded the trial of those sol- 
says more, and for a larger audience. What diers or of other official personages with- 
he offers is a position, a rationale, for in the royal establishment by colonial 
the entire Continental Congress to follow juries and established a new government 
in defending the American view of the Brit- for recently conquered Quebec -~ a govern- 
ish Constitution. The form of this public ment by royal fiat, with no relation to 
letter (remember Cicero) recalls the English law. In this set of enactments, 
"speech without doors" which came to the many Americans (and many English Whigs) 
Parliament of 1628 as it was first con- saw a sinister design. Particularly when 
vened. Drayton, speaking not only as pri- they were perceived as reinforcing already 
vate man but also as council member and established abuses -- judges appointed to 
judge, is quick to disclaim any intention serve at the pleasure of the Crown, Admir~ 
of joining the strictly popular party. And alty Courts, the issuance of General (or 
to correct any idea that he is “zealous open) Warrants, and the broad claims of 
for the prerogative." He deplores both authority stated in the Declaratory Act. 
Tory and radical. “In private and public What Drayton proposes is to the opposite 


stations have I endeavoured at one time, effect. Though he leaves George III as 
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monarch in the thirteen troubled colonies, made in the Petition of Right: after btray- 
leaves untouched many of his appointive ton has given hiS Statement of grievance 4 
nowers, and docs not challenge the author- lofty and resonant frame. That he fol: ows 
ity of Parliament in directing the forcign with more law and legal philosophy jn or- 
policy of the empirc. Nor for the House der to "view the foundation from wich 
of Lords a legai role as a court of final Americans ‘build their claim of Rights and 
appeals. Liberties" indicates that his aim js, ta 
swallow up the reader in the ambiance of 
Throughout this paper Drayton shows him- prescriptive reasoning and thus induce pim 
self to be peculiarly interested in the to think of the issues separating colonigs 
future composition of the American judici- from mother country in only those terms - 
ary--! Even in his draft petition for pre- Always his theme is of inheritance--jits ad- 
sentation to the Congress, reform of the vantage and obligation. Or of banefuy jn- 
courts scems to be his obsessive concern. novation which works for the “alienaticn" 
Yet, coming from a “freeman” who is also a of inherited rights. Englishmen cannot pe 
judge, from a political thinker to whom taxed unless represented in the legisia- 
the continuity and application of the Eng- ture which Ievies upon them because their 
lish law is the foundation of the American fathers were not. Relocation will yo5t 
identity, none of this should surprise.“* serve as an excuse for treating them as 
Drayton includes quoted matter drawn di- Englishmen apart, For they belong to ay yn- 
reetly from his model for this petition dying composite whole, an immortal famijy 
and from cognate instruments, such as the made up of mortal men which, like a corps - 
Bill of Rights. To surround his innovative ration under the statutes of mortmain, can: 
Proposals with the charters of British lib- not lease its property though its Part teu- 
erty ix to mute their originality. And to lar members must be replaced. The antey- 
reinforce the Carolinian's censure of the ior identity broods ever every question —_- 
courts sanctioned by the prevailing colon- even Drayton's request that hereditary ‘un- 
ial system -- courts (or lack of courts) per houses be instituted as part of the 
which deprive the Englishmen in North Am- particular colonial governwhents. Though , 
erica of their “natural rights," i.e., patriot, this petitioner is clearly a mar 
rights. inherited through kinship and de- of the "dead hand.'"" And if he makes for 5 
cent.~ At times he appears to be tangled revolution, it will be in the name of Re» 
in questions of Mandamus, Courts of Ordin- action. The peroration (pp. 46-47) speci. 
ary and Chancery, judicial review, prerog- fies this limitation: again a reminder ofr 
ative, and the devclopment of an American a nobel patrimony, this time set off with 
aristocracy (to serve in the remodeled an allusion to Livy, Book XXVI. He recalis 
Councils of Statc, in his new commonwealth that the men of Rome traded confidently in 
system). Yet he always returns to the property just beyond the city gates whiye 
bonds of history and naturc, to the auth- Hannibal was encamped upon that soil, So 
ority of blood. The next section of the firm was their sense of themselves, cg 
essay (pp. 16-30), a more inclusive justi- rich the honor left to them by the "coy- 
fication for the contents of the preceding script fathers" of their race, that the 
petition, comes down to that, a denial could not doubt the outcome of their <Eeue . 
that “the Crown can Legally acquire a gle with the terrible invader. Nor shou1§ 
power over subjects of English blood, des- the American heirs of "Runningmede” des. 
tructive of those rights which are vecu- pair of their hold upon the legacy of po1j;- 
tiar to the blood. Rights evidenced by tical rights which they were about to pro- 
Magna Charta, and defended by the funda- claim in Philadelphia. To falter or doubt 
genta} law of England!-- Rights, evidence the final issue would be to lose both 
and laws which the Crown cannot overthrow, their future and their past, a prospect 
nor the Parliament change to the prejudice which William Henry Drayton could not en- 
of the people interested in their preserva- tertain. 
tioni"- In this passage we could not be 
further away from the contemporary under- 
standing of "natural rights." The only Drayton's Ciceronian epistle may have 
question is how typical Drayton was of his affected some of the early considerations 
place and time. of the Continental Congress. His proposal 
for an American Parliament, and some of 
The remainder of Drayton's public let- his other suggestions, resemble closely 
ter spins itself out (pp. 30-46) in some Joseph Galloway's plan for American self- 
additional close comment on the authori- government within the empire. And Free- 
ties (Hooker, Blackstone, Bracton, etc.) man's ideas are also close to certain fea- 
and some fine pleading on particular cases tures of petitions from redress sent over 
and decisions. The turn comes after his by the Congress to be ignored by the Crown. 
discussion (in expanding on the errors of But all to no avail. The worsening trou- 
the King’s government) of the 1672 Act to bles between Great Britain and her North 
give representation to the County Palatine American creations foreseen by William Hen- 
of Durham and a following gloss on the ar- ry Drayton did indeed occur. Words led to 


guments against the quartering of troops bullets, to civil war. And in the spring 
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Preceding the general Declaration of Inde- exist only within the Constitution. But 

Pendéncé, South Carolina took steps to re- when the King withdraws person and protec- 

constitute its government on 4 basis not tion, he has, in effect, “abdicated"--as 

affected by any extrinsic authority. Or when Lord Williat Campbell, after attack- 

rather, not influenced by anything outside ing them, fled from the subjects left by 
ac iteeié apart from the broad sweep of Georgé III in his cadré,_ taking with him 
Titish history. But in the eyes of Dray- the colony's Great Seal. Interdependence 
ton, it is precisely that one surviving au- does not allow for military coercion. Or 
thority that explains the necessity of a violation of the fundamental, organic law, 

rew, totally independent government in the true sovereign of both prince and pco- 

South Carolina. Returning to the form so ple. Therefore, Drayton concludes, "the 

ba Suited to his message, he develops a law of the land authorizes me to declare, 

sefense of this fateful change while speak- and it is my duty boldly to declare, that 

a8 On April 23 in his new role as Chief George the third, King of Gregt Britain 

ral of South Carolina. Once again, the has abdicated the government." South 

oe were made "doctrinal? by being Carolina, like England in 1688, can, how- 

nted at the public expense. ever, continue to be itself without the 
wes : House of Brunswick, its laws and officers 
The meeting of this jury signified the drawing their authority from all that sur- 

restoration of the regime. Drayton's aim vives unchanged, all that has gone beforc. 

“S to explain why the separation had to And one thing more--"the genius of the peo- 
i and the justification for it in the ple," that touchstone to which so many Ica- 
aw. The argument is not complicated, One ders of the Revolution refer when they 

Precedent was 1719, when South Carolina speak of days yet to come.°9 


threw off the government of proprietors. 
corge II (who is here treated with rever- 


ence as a true "father of his people") ac- From these matorials security may be re- 
cepted Carolina's plea that he assume di- stored in South Carolina. And perhaps also 
rection of its affaits "and thereby indis- some kind of relationship with Great Brit- 
Putably admitted the legality of that rev~- ain. Though not through any sort of future 
Olution, And in so doing, by his own act, submission to British power. For there is 
© vested in those our forefathers, and us too much natural rivalry between the two 
their posterity, a clggr right to effect societies for that sort of reconciliation 
another revolution..." A stronger ap- to occur. Drayton writes, "I think it my 
Peal is "to the great law of nature and of duty to declare in the awful seat of jus- 
nations." As Drayton says later, ‘Nature tice and before Almighty God, that in my 
cried aloud, self-preservatio is the opinion, the Americans can have no safety 
Breat lawy-we have but obeyed."48 British hut by the Divine favor, their own virtue, 
forces had been making war on American com- and their being so prudent as not to leave 
munities, sometimes leaving ruin in their it in the power of British rulers to in- 
wake, always treating the inhabitants as jure them."°94 However, he now delights in 
adversaries. It was impossible to resist the prospects of the new "free" state and 
without reorganizing the powers of the par- says a great deal about the good fortune 
ticular colonies: without administration, it may expect. But we must turn to his 
law enforcement, military preparations, next address from the bench to discover 
etc. Part of Drayton's bill of particulars more of the reasons why. 


against British policy refers to this bags 


lc reason for changing the Constitution. "A Charge on the Rise of the American 


But Drayton's strongest justification af- Impire," delivered to the Charleston Grand 
ter the fact is once again from British Jury on October 15, 1776, is noteworthy 
history. The heart of this charge (drawn first of all because it represents the 
apparently from Blackstone) is an extended state of Drayton's thought immediately a 
comparison between America in his time and ter the Declaration of Independence.” 
England in 1688, As he writes, "we need no Yet it is closer to the gencral essay and 
better authority than that illustrious pre- less of a mercly tcgal document than the 
cedent, "50 works just cxamined. Drayton docs in this 
case finally get around to saying a few 
The theoretical ground of Drayton's posi- practical words concerning enforcement of 
tion is his interpretation of "the origin- the law. (lis grand jury sessions helped 
al contract between King and people." This to suppress what was Icft of loyalism in 
bond is not to be thought of as dating the state.) But the burden of this address 
from a precise moment. It has been negoti- is finally an encouragement to American 
ated over the course of centuries. And it morale-- not a plea for a particular read- 
May alter in some details. But its essen- ing of the legal situation. Even though 
tial assumption is a reciprocity of "pro- Drayton builds his exhortation directly up- 
tection and subjection." When the King per- on the foundation of a presumption that 
forms (usually through his servants) his the jury will recall his previous charge, 
role within this prescription, his liege- and even though he rehearses all that was 


men are obliged to do the same. Both roles contended there concerning the "failure of 


14 


protection,” the final thrust of his re- 
marks is an argument for confidence rest- 
ing on the virtues of prior conduct, the 
moral decline of the enemy, the Laws of 
peouraphy, cconomics, and the evident fa- 
vor of God.3® ~~ prudential reasons for op- 
timism were of course aqded on. But only 


to round out the case. 


Ihe peculiar emphasis 


bic charpe connects naturally with its for- 


of this last pub- 


mail nature as war propaganda and its deri- 
vitive relationship to what Drayton had 


previously maintained -- 


before the final 


hreak. Avain, we hear of British atroci- 
tics and royal crimes. Drayton uses a good 
deal oof narrative to answer the charge 


that we meant to reach 


for independence 


lony before we cluimed it. te writes, "It 


wis C¥Een SO lute as the 


Year [before] ... it was gencrally seen, 


latter End of last 


that the Quarrel was Likely to force Amer- 
rea into an immediate State of Independ- 
ence 758 lo he confident in the struggle 


tasrtine them, \mericans 


would necd a bhas- 


reo assurance of their own rectitude. And, 
i> Dravton scomed to sense, this would not 
Me uvarlahle if they thought of themselves 


is the orisinators of a 


rebellion for its 


ven sake, a conflict commenced in the name 


of colonial freedom as a 
PMROLAtOrS apainst the 


general good: as 
sources of their 


omn identity. If the violutions had come 
the other way, his neighbors could pre- 


serve their claims upon 


an unbroken pre- 


‘eraption, cven while republican  innova- 
trons were forced upon them. 


\t thix point, Prayton uscs to real ef- 


fect, to reinforce his 


reading of 1688, 


the analogy of the Dutch resistance to 


Vhalip of Spain st the t 


ime of William the 


Sident. 2! Philip abt emptee to control 
Th 


Puteh peculiarities. 
fased to be hound by the 
. ses whatsoever.” And 


e Hollanders re- 
ir cmperor “in all 
» while resisting 


the innovations of their prince, the seven 
provinces backed their way through a suc- 
cessful war of independence. They made a 
free state in order to remain what they 
had been. And, despite terrible odds a- 


sainst them, prevailed 
areatest power on carth. 
tuc of the Dutch, made 


in war against the 
The public vir- 
manifest in their 


announced reasons for taking up arms, sus- 


tained them. Amcricans, 
ate among themsclyes 


if they can gener- 
a Roman firmness, 


will be the better people for having made 
their revolution. \rayton perorates with 
another appeal to Livy--this time with the 


story of the Tarquins. 
turning bach. Though if 


imagine to the contrary, 


will nat be nanting?” 


There can be no 
some weak spirits 
"I trust a Brutus 


William licnry Drayton expected a great 
future for a free Carolina--and a free Am- 
@rica, a union of the several states in a 


confederation stronger 


than the NATO- like 


cooperation of the early years under the 
Continental Congress. His allusions to 
Rome in the Punie Wars were nt merely ad- 
ventitious. We were a people on the risze-- 
as were Romans, once Carthage wag avert- 
thrown. Providential circumstances (to say 
nothing of God's direct intervention) 
seemed to favor us as they had England in 
éarlier times. Indeed, we were to be the 
perfection of what they had only begun 
there in the tong history of her most con- 
stitutional development. But there were 
still dangers along the way. And in his 
last important contribution to the litera- 
ture of American polities, Drayton spoke 
to one of these, the problem of a national 
oevernment addressed in the Articles of 
onfederation. In 1778, Drayton examined 
these proposals in a formal presentation 
to the South Carolina legislature, Ile was 
uneasy with many facets of the document. 
For having wtade a revolution against arbi- 
trary power, he was not about to see an- 
other arbitrary power set up in its place, 
In concluding these remarks on his poli- 
tical teaching, J] shall Look briefly, at 
Drayton's dddress of January 20, 1778,*: 


Drayton's criticism of the Articles is 
that they are both too weak and too strong. 
In respect to the former, they lack a pe- 
nal clause to eénsure the mustering of 
troops. He dislikes the absence of a pe- 
nal clause énforcing these legitimate de- 
mands upon the states. And he is also 
firm about the collection of confederal 
tax. But the rest of his remarks sound an- 
other side of the doctrime. Drayton means 
confederation when he says confederation. 
And he meahs no more. He is {with other 
Southerners) among the earliest fathers of 
the antifederalist tradition in American 
politics. He writes, "It is of necessity 
that the sovereignty of the states should 
be restricted-- but I would do this with a 
gentle hand."43 What he means by these 
words he spins out in a series of objec- 
tions to specific provisions of the Artic- 
les. He detects ambiguities. And an un- 
stated outreach toward a concentration of 
power yet to come. A wort 4 target of these 
remarks is the susceptibility to construc- 
tion. He quotes Caesare, Marquis of Bec- 
carea: "there is SON more dangerous 
than the common axiom: he spirit of the 
laws is to be considered. To adopt it, ij 
to give way to the torrent of opinions."44 


But beyond ambiguity and the perils of 
judicial review of legislative extrapola- 
tion, Drayton announces certain ftore con- 
crete anxieties. Like his fellow conserva- 
tive revolutionists and Carolina spokesmen, 
Rawlins Loundes, John and Edward Rutledge, 
he is distrustful of thg .North--and espe- 
cially of New England.*> He doubts the 
merit of blanket provisions allowing for 
the interchange of citizens. He denies 


that tax valuation can be 
piied. Especially if the valuations are 
made by a central authority. The state 
militia should not be required by the Con- 
gress. Or local currency. Or even the ap- 
pointment of all military officers. Fur - 
thermore, the South should retain a right 
of veto over all legislation. In conclu- 
sion he writes: 


“When I reflect that from the nature of 
the climate, soil and produce of the sev- 
eral states, a Northern and Southern inter 
est in many particulars naturally and un- 
avoidably arise; I cannot but be dis- 
pleased with the prospect that the most im 
portant transaction in Congress, may be 
done contrary to the opposition of Virgin- 
ia, the two Carolinas and Georgia, states 
possessing more than one-half of the whole 
territory of the confederacy; and Forming, 
as I may say, the body of the Southern in- 
terest and sovereignty of the south, are 
in effect delivered up to the care of the 
north. Do we inteng to make such a surren- 
der. I hope not!" 6 


___ From such remarks we can discover what 
William Henry Drayton meant for the revolu 
tion in South Carolina to accomplish. More 
over, the proposed amendments to the Ar 
ticles sent on to Philadelphia by the legi 
slature in Charleston give us assurance 
that, as usual, Drayton's fellow Carolin- 
lans agreed with him, Even though they ra- 
tified the Articles in order to get on 
with the war, to preserve among themselves 
the rights of Englishmen in an cquality 
separate from their counterparts across 
the Atlantic. 


_ To the hour of his death, William Henry 
Drayton remained the representative man of 
South Carolina politics. And he appreci- 
ated the importance of that role for the 
future of his people. Within the familiar 
ambiance of allusion and authority, he had 
hoped to spell out his view of these ques- 
tions in additional detail once equality 
qua independence was accomplished. In the 
spirit of Clarendon and his favorites, the 


Roman historians, he had begun a manu- 
script history of South Carolina in the 
American Revolution -- an heroic work de- 
Signed to inspire pride and emulation in 


the posterity of his generation. it re- 
mained for his son to complete this embodi 
ment of the prescription in his Memoirs of 
the American Revolution as relating to the 
State of South Carolina. The hero of this 
book is, of course, William Henry Drayton 
--a paragon of republican virtue, at least 
in the eyes of his son. And certainly, 
with Patrick Henry and John Dickinson, one 
of our strongest proofs of the possibility 
of an Old Whig, historical, and legalist 
reading gf America's decision to get its 
own way. Or at least where some patriots 
and some states are concerned. And expe- 
cially South Carolina. 


uniformly ap-. 
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ljohn Drayton, Memoirs of the American 
Revolation, From its Commencement to the 
Yéar 1776, Inclusive; as Relating to the 
State of South Carolina: And Occasionally 
Referring to the States of North Carolina 
and Georgia, 2 vols. (Charleston: As E. 
Miller, 1821), reprinted by Arno Press in 
1969, I, p. 260. The language is from the 
Address and Declaration of the Provincial 
Congress to Lord William Campbell, the in- 
coming governor, June 20, 1775. The prob- 
able author is William IHlenry Drayton. 


2 John Drayton, Memoirs, 1, p. 121. Hie 
quotes Rawlins Lowndes, Drayton's closest 
ally in these times. 


3The only study is William Henry Drayton 
and the American Revolution (Albuquerque: 
University of New Mexico Press, 1902), by 
William M. Dabney and Marion Dargan. There 
is a brief biography attached as preface 
to John Drayton's Memoirs, pp. xiii-xxvii. 
By Revolution | refer to the total compos- 
ite of thirteen local revolutions-- one of 
which was in South Carolina. The standard 
account of South Carolina in this period 
is Edward McCrady's The History of South 
Carolina in the Revolution, 1775-1780 (New 
York: The Macmillan Co., 1901). 


4william Henry Drayton, The Letters of 
Freeman, Etc..... (London, 1771). These 
letters from the Gazette (including many 
papers by other hands) were published in 
England, probably by Drayton, to position 
himself as opposed to both the Stamp Act 
and American responses to that hill. In 
these compositions Drayton shows himself 
to be a somewhat foolish young man, more 
interested in the display of his abilitics 
than in the resolution of a serious prob- 
lem. Also he makes remarks about ordinary 
Carolinians (p. 60) which prove that he 
was no democrat of any kind. 


SWilliam Henry Drayton, A Letter From 
Freeman of South-Carolina, to the Deputies 


of North America, Assembled in the High 
Court of Congress at Philadelphia (Charles- 
town: Peter Timothy, 1774). It is worth 


noting that most respectable people who op 
posed British policy in South Carolina 
were Old Whigs--excepting perhaps, Christo 
pher Gadsden. And also many) loyalists. 
Only a few (including Anglican Clergy) 
were true Tories (see John Drayton, Mem- 
oirs, I, pp. 142-145). And many who sup- 
ported George II] in the back country came 
around as soon as his coercive policies 
were set in motion. 


6Nrayton's speeches outside of Charles- 
ton did much to convert all but a few low 
fellows and malcontents to the position of 
the Provincial Congress. On the Tory pro- 
oo see John Drayton, Memoirs, I, p. 
329. 
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; 7The Law Speaker in the ancient German- 
ic nations was “required” to "know the law 
from memory and to recite it in entirety" 
from time to time. In Tceland (where tha 
office is visible, in wi. its purity, in 
ancient records), the whole law was spoken 
every three years. See Peter Hallberg, The 
Icelandic Saga (Lincoln: University of Neb 
raska Press, 1962), pp. 8-9. The Law 
Speaker is thus the prescription in person. 


8"charge of the Honorable William Henry 
Drayton, Esq., One of the Judges of the 
General Session of the Peace, Oyer and Ter- 
miner, <Assize and General Jail Delivery, 
for the Districts of Camden and Cheraws, 
in South Carolina, on his circuit, the 
fifth and fifteenth days oF November, 1774 
delivered to the several grand juries..." 
on pp. 959-961 of Vol. I, American Ar- 


chives (Washington, D.C., 1837-1852), ed. 
Peter Force. 


9 John Drayton, Memoirs, I, p-. 254. 


LOvitiiam Henry Drayton and the American 
Revolution, p. 118. Gadsden usually is 
given this credit. Drayton's action is re- 
corded in the Journals of the Provincial 
Congress (Charleston, 1776). 


4 \Iprayton's greatest failure was in 
Georgia-- where he suggested annexation by 


South Carolina, and was thereafter thrown 
out of the state. 


12Drayton almost always argued from au- 
thority, history and circumstance. He was 
very disturbed by the treatment of the 
colonies as if they were possessions, not 
parts, of Great Britain. His mode of argu- 
ment was itself always to the contrary of 
that British error. Yet he claimed no more 


than the “unalienable rights peculiar to 
Englishmen." 


13 john Drayton, Memoirs, I, pp. 231, 253 
and 309. William Henry Drayton intercepted 
the royal mails and opened the dispatch 
pouches. The letters he found there proved 
that some plan involving Indians and 
slaves was being considered. Arthur Lee al- 


so wrote his friends in Charleston to that 
effect. 


14 ohn Drayton, Memoirs, I, p. 261. 


151 an indebted to the Huntington Lib- 
rary for copies of these materials. 


l6The style of Drayton's 1771 
letters is that of affected elegance and 
heavy irony. Drayton's craft is his chos- 
en forms improved with remarkable rapidity. 


Freeman 


“entangled in disputes 


17, Letter From Freeman of 


lina, Pp. 37. 


South-Caro=- 


18from Drayton's Charge to the Grand 
Jury at Camden, November 5, and 15, 1774. 
Force, p. 960. The resemblance to certain 
passages in the writings of Edmund Burke 
are obvious. Drayton and his English con- 
temporaries drew from the same source. 


19, Letter From Freeman of South Caro- 
dina, p. 4. Bernard Bailyn on p. 283 of 
The Ideological Origins of the Américan 
Revolution (Cambridge: Harvard University 
Press), 1967, identifies Drayton as an 
"eighteenth century radical." He iS gen- 
erally unaware of Old Whig revolutionary 
sentiment in colonial America. See also 
p. 46 of this influential book. 


20a Letter From Freeman of South-Caro- 
lina, pp. 20 and 24. 


2lThe focus on matters judicial may have 
undermined Drayton's sense of form in the 
case of this composition. For his petition 
should have been placed just before the 
peroration. And according to the laws of 
rhetoric, he should have put less emphasis 
on the weaknesses of the colonial courts. 
The accumulative power of Drayton's letter 
is diminished by having its final pages 
over procedures for 
appeal. Though the peroration repairs some 
of this damage. 


224s Drayton notes (p. 8 of A_ Letter 
From Freeman of South-Carolina), "Freeman" 
is the pseudonym of the speaker in the Pe- 
tition of Right. But that persona does not 
show the legal hand as obviously as does 
William Henry Drayton. 


23rbid., pp. 11, 13, 43. 
24rbid., pp. 22-23. 
25 rpid., p, $0. 


26William Henry Drayton, "Charges to the 
Grand Jury, Of General Session held at 
Charlestown 1776 and 1777, commending the 
constitution as established by Congress 
March 26th, 1776; the rise of American em- 
pire and other topics, with presentments 
of the jury appended. At an adjournment 
of the court of General Sessions of the 
Peace, Oyer and Terminer, Assize and Gen- 
eral Gaol Delivery, held at Charlestown 
for the district of Charlestown, on Tues- 
day, the 23d day of April, 1776 -- Before 
the Honorable William Henry Drayton, Esq. 
Chief Justice, and his Associate Justices 
of the Colony of South-Carolina." Re- 


printed in John Drayton's Memoirs, II, pp. 
259-274. 


27?rpid., p.» 260. This praise of George 
Il belies any theory that Drayton was ep- 
posed to fhonarchy in principle. 


28rpia., Pp. 265. 


23rbid., p. 264, the arming of Negroes, 
for instance, 


30rpid., p. 265. 
Sl rpia. 

32rbid., p. 270. 
33rpid., ps 271. 


34 iyia., p. 274, 
ard Viscount Howe, Admiral; and William 
Hewe, Esq; General, of his Brifanmick Maj - 
esty's Forces in America" (Charlestown: 
Péter Timothy, 1776). 


354 Charge, On the Rise of American Em- 
pire, Delivered by the lion. 


lina: To the Grand Jury 
of Charlestown" (Charlestown: David Bruce, 
1776). 


36Drayton, in this address, move: toward 
a teleological rhetoric and snoke with con- 
fidence of God's direct involvement In 
American succonses. A bit of political 
religion was good propaganda. But it is 
eet af keeping with the rest of his rhet- 
oric. 


37prayton's theories concerning British 
weaknesses and American strengths are fur- 
ther developed in his letter ta the Howes 
and in “The Genuine Spirit of Tyranny, Ix- 
emplified in the Conduct of the Commis- 
sioners, Sent by the King of Great-Britain 
To bully, delude or bribe, the Inhabitants 
of the American States, Gut of their Free- 
dom and Property. With an answer te the 
Declaration of the Commissioners, and Gov- 
ernor Johnstone’ (Poughkeepsie, New York: 
John Holt, 1778). Drayton's argument in 
both of these essays is that the King's 
servants are offering nothing of value. 


; ) a Drayton argues in this 
fashion in his “To Their Excellencies Rich- 


William Henry 
Drayton, fisq., Chicf-Justice of South-Caro- 
for the District 
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384 ainrigs on the Rise of the American 
Empire," p. 4. 


39rpta., pp. LO-11i. 


For recent support 
of Drayton's 


reading of Dutch history, 1 


recommend C. V. Wedgwood'’s Wiliiam the 
Silent (New York: W. W., Norton §& Co., 


1968). This 
heldenleben. 


biography ts an Old Whig 


40rnid., hn. 253. We invokes the spirit of 
Lucius Junius Brutus. 


4luphe speech of the Hon. William Henry 
Urayton, Esq, chief justice of South Caro- 
lina, delivered on the twentieth January, 
1778, in the general assembly--resolved in- 
to the coumittee of the whole upon the ar- 
ticles of the confederation of the United 
States of America," reprinted on pp. 19S- 
207 of Witliam Henry Drayton and the Amer- 
ican Revolution. Vor comments on this seg- 
ment of lraytea'’s carecr, see John R. Al- 
den, The South in the American Revolution, 
1763-1769 (Baton Rouees Lowisiinm State 
University Press, 1957), 2b9-220. 


A2rpia., po. 24-205, 


4Srpid., p. 194. 


4Arpia., p. 197, 
cariats 1765 
ishments., 


His source is Bec- 
fTrodtise on Urimes und lun 


4SSppnyten voted to deny statehood to 
Vermont becarse it would stronrthen Nor 
thern influenee. See william fenrg Drayton 
dnd the Amorican Revatation, yp. 173. The 
also quarretod with Henry Laurens in 1778 
when his fellow Carolinian seemed to put 
New England fishing rights vhead of 4 
¢hanee for a peace that would protect 
their state fron further war «amdige. Nort) 
Carolina detewates wrote to Chartestionr 
praising Vrayton ws the South's trac defen 
der in the Continental Congress. 


46rbide, no. FO, 


it ts a point made by Charles M. Gray 
on p. xxv of his “Editor's Introduction" 
to Sir Matthew Hatle's The History of the 
Common baw of England (Chicago: University 
of Chicago Press, F971) that Old Whigs al- 
most alwavs reform by restoration, hb 
bringing back “the old, norma] order* 
which has heen lost. 
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Fem 


of The Sunbelt 


by Robert W. Whitaker 


The last tip of Canada juts just below 
42 degrees North latitude, barely below 
the northern border of Connecticut and 
Rhode Island. Toronto, the metropolis of 
Canada, is dead level with the capital of 
Maine, just north of the capital of New 
Hampshire, and well south of Montpelier, 
Vermont. By the time you reach the top of 
Maine, you are north of the overwhelming 
majority of the Canadian population. Until 
the rise of the Sunbelt, two-thirds to 
three-quarters of American industrial pro- 
duction was concentrated in New England. 
Woughly speaking, throughout the 1850-1950 
pertod, most of the Canadian population 
was directly west of most of America's in- 
dustrial production. 


_ The American center of population, dur- 
ing the entire 1790-1950 period, has re- 
maincd between 39 and 40 degrees North la- 
titude. America's population center at the 
bewinniny of the nineteenth century was 
five degrees west of Boston, Massachusetts, 

190 it had moved about seven hundred 
‘iles, triple that distance, and was fif- 
teen degrees latitude west of Boston, re- 
maining, as always, about three degrees 
south of that city. In 1800, what was to 
become the center of American industrial 
production was the same distance from 
the center of the country's population as 


that between London = and Luxembourg. By 
1900, when it had become the center of Am- 
erica’< industrial production, this dis- 
fanee lal widened to that between London 
el Geman, Itade. 

“ovint of this dry exposition on geo- 
arr +s to emphasize that what today is 
cali ~“hift’ in industry to the Sunbelt 
Is ' 4 far greater extent simply a shift 


Of sscrica's industrial capacity towards 
\nerica’s population. To recent commenta- 
tors, this dramatic shift of industry from 
its historic center to areas hundreds of 
thousands of miles south and west says a 
great deal about a novel trend in the Am- 
erican experience. But the brief look at 
the map we have just taken shows that the 
commentators’ impression says a great deal 
more about their own preconceptions. If 
one is shoched that New Orleans now buys 
its trousers from a plant three hundred 
miles away in Texas rather then thirteen 
hundred miles away in Boston, the shock it- 
self should be of more note than the 
change in buying habits. 


Out there in the mainstream of editori- 
al comment, there is something apnroaching 
awe at the idea that presidential elec- 
tions are being determined by voters in 
the South, rather than by the traditional 
“swing votes" of big city minorities. Here 
at the fringe, there should be room for a 
discussion of how a mind set developed in 
which these phenomena--the movement of in- 


dustry toward the market, eléctoral impor- 
tance of a quarter of the American popula- 
tion -- came to be a source of surprise in 
the First place. 


For @ man who does not take Southern 
poverty and political impotency &s the na- 
tural order of things, the question is not 
why we are moving toward the median per 
capita income of other Americans, or why a 


quarter of the country's people should be 
a critical Factor in the election of its 
chief executive. The question is how we 


to the point where poverty and 
political powerlessness ¢ame to be viewed 
as Our natural condition. The real point 
of interest is not our contemporary rise’, 
but our historical fall. 


ever fell 


At the outset, let us forget our self= 
righteous attempts to blame the amorality 
of other areas in the country for our sad 
state. Suppose that a man who had been 
possessed of both talent and resources in 
his youth came to us at the ace of fifty, 
poverty-stricken and without influence, 
insisting to us that his: failure was due 
to the amorality of those with whom he had 
dealt. He might have our sympathy, but not 
our respect or credulity. One who has ex- 
perienced thirty years of adult life with- 
out learning how to deal with the facts of 
life has a fundamental flaw in his make-up. 


The South has been powerless and pover- 
ty-stricken for at least a century. It is 
my contention that our fundamental flaw is 
at least a century older than that, 


In 1775, when Massachusetts was put un- 


“ der British martial law, we rallied to her 


aid. Daniel Morgan's Virginia riflemen 
were up there fighting with no more delay 
than it took them to get there. How. many 
New England riflemen marched to the aid of 
South Carolina in 1780, when the Palmetto 
State was in deadly peril and New England 
had been safe from invasion for years? A 
Southerner who has taken up his history 
book to find out has proven my point: the 
whole notion that New England was oblig- 
ated to do anything to help the South is 
new to him. 


Canada's southern tip is north of two 
of the six New England states. But in 1776, 
Cincinnati was the tip of Canada. The con- 
quest of the entire Middle West was alto- 
gether the conception of a group of Ken- 
tuckians -- who were, and considered them- 
selves, Virginians. It was an action taken 
entirely on the approval of Benjamin Frank- 
lin, and there was no question of any aid 
of any kind from the Continental Congress, 
least of all, if "least" can be found in a 
series of zeroes, from official representa- 
tives of New England. Affairs out in the 
wilds around the Great Lakes were no more 


their céncérn than was the séizure of 
those tropical places down there around 
the Caribbean -- Carolinas and Georgias or 
whatever, If one had to get into this 
thing now that Boston was safe, ene shouid 
do something for General Washington: Brit- 
ish-held New York was right by the south- 
ern tip of Connécticut. Also, if the Green 
Mountain boys couldn't take care of it, 
there could be a threat from Canada. 


Certainly New Englanders did not dis- 
courage those mountain people down there 
from helping save South Carolina at King's 
Mountain, and if they marched to the Great 
Lakes against the lobsterbacks, fine. 


From its founding in 1789, one pérman- 
ent feature of the United States Govern- 
ment was established: tariffs would be 
Tevied to protect American industry. From 
the point of view of Western and Southern 
"nationalists," this meant the protection 
of "American" industry, which happened to 
be concentrated among Americans who hap- 
pened to live in the Northeast. From the 
Eastern point of view, if we chose to 
join our ‘“nationalist" votes for tariffs 
with hers, in order to exploit ourselves 
for the benefit of Massachusetts, why 
should Massachusetts refuse this oddly 
masochistic gift. 


the East balked at any at- 


In return, 
or threat to draw 


tempt to use her taxes 


her into war to protect Mississippi naviga- 


and she protested violéntly 


tion rights, 
During the War of 


the Louisiana Purchase. 
1812, Eastern ports were open to. British 
shipping, and the area readily sold His 
Britannic Majesty supplies necessary to 
burn that city down on the Potomac. New 
Englanders meeting at the Hartford Conven- 
tion threatened to secede. Southern states- 
men were deeply disturbed by the threat 
that America would lose the opportunity 
to pay higher prices, in perpetuity, for 
the benefit of the East. 


statesmen also did New 
Because the East 


Our concerned 
England a disservice. 
sold the British supplies with which to 
kill us, our spokesmen called them "trea- 
sonous." You cannot commit treason against 
something of which you are not a part. By 
1814, we had had fifty years in which the 
East had never fooled or misled us. She 
committed no treason in 1814 because she 
had never given any indication in all that 
time that she had any meaningful obliga- 
tions south of Connecticut or west of the 
Hudson River. 


We do not easily forgive an individual a 
lifetime of inability to grasp the facts 
of life. By 1814, the South and West had 
had fifty years in which to grasp the bas- 
ic facts of the Eastern attitude: her in- 
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terests were her interests, our delusiotis 
were entirely our own. £ we were to re- 
tain the priceless privilege of giving New 
England congressional and Senate répresen- 
tation, electoral votes, and other powers 
over us, we would have to pay ftr it by 
supporting the Federal government aimost 
entirely by our tariffs, and paying more 
for Eastern goods protected by that tariff. 
That was the deal our great statesmen made 
for uS. The only debate at any time was 
how much we would, pay for the above stated 
privilege. The Constitutional roulette 
wheel, from the very first, favored the 
House, and the House was New England. 


For a gambler to complain that the wheel 
favors the House after he had lost thou- 
sands in a week is contemptible. For him 
to make the same complaint after he has 
lost tens of millions consistently for 
half a century is beneath contempt. But 
for us to complain ninety years later, in 
1865, after we were wiped out, requires an 
entirely new adjective. 


In 1833, the gambler marched north to 
fight for the House. Some of the losing 
gamblers wanted to reduce the odds against 
them. South Carolina, though certainly 
never questioning the principle that we 
good Americans should pay the entire Feder- 
al budget and a bonus to the Northeast, de- 
cided that the 1833 tariff was too much of 
a good thing. But South Carolina had 
reared sons us loyal to one part of Amer- 
ica as any other. Poinsett planned and or- 
ganized loyal (to America) South Carolini- 
ans, ready to start killing his fellow 
South Carolinians the moment they refused 
to collect the tariff at Charleston. An- 
drew Jackson, while appealing for obedi- 
ence to the great principle by "the citi- 
zens of my native state," was preparing to 
start killing them for the interest of 
those Americans who happened to reside in 
the Northeast. It was amatter of the 
Union, the Constitution, and, above all, a 
matter of principle. Here was no mere sec- 
tional interest, here was an American! 


By 1833, we had had almost sixty years 
of experience with the East. In 1846, Am- 
erica had another war, this time with Mexi- 
co. New England again was on the side of 
what the West and the South--and the Union 
--called the “enem:.‘' In 1850, Henry Clay 
declared that he would fight to his last 


breath against his native Kentucky, "how- 
ever much I may love her," if she dared 
break away from the Union. 

If we loved the Union without regard 
for the interests of the South, how could 
it possibly matter if other less idealis- 
cic sections gained mere money and power 


How can we whine so much 


at our expense? 
our first experi- 


if, ninety years after 
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ence with the perfectly consistent atti- 
tude of the East, we found our economy de- 

Stroyed, our territory occupied? It was a 

complete moral triump!.. the South repeated- 
ly declared that mate.i1al well-being and 

political power were nothing compared to 

the principle of American unity. That was 

the summons to which tens of thousands of 

Southerners marched, in blue uniforms, 

from 1861-1865. It was the principle which 

brought the entire Middle West, our gift 

to the Union, into the cause of our desola- 
tion. The Union had triumphed, America was 

whole. Material prosperity for the South 

becane an absurd idea. Our political power 

consis*ed of a grateful reassertion, after 

a decade of Reconstruction, of a large de- 

gree of control over our internal affairs, 

within rules laid down by our fellow Amer- 

icans who happened to reside clsewhere. 


In 1376, when we celebrated 
of united action with 
two of our states were 
armed occupation. 


a century 
New England, only 
still under actual 


If today's editorial comment:tors are 
puzzled that the South aspires to politi- 
cal power somewhere near its proportion of 
the Union, and even to a material prosper- 
ity approaching that of other sections, 
are they not right to do so? The Indian 
fakir shows his devotion to principle by 
lying on a bed of nails, then by walking 
on hot coals. The great Southern leaders 
marched us across the coals, and we lay up- 
on the nails. Has our morality weakened? 
The resentment of those who deplore the 
rise of the Sunbelt is more justifiable 
than our accusations of treason against 
New England in 1814, 


No, our commitment has not ended. In 
1833, the question was only how much more 
we would have to pay for New England's 
goods; the right to require that payment 
was an undisputed obligation of our Feder- 
al Union. Today, the question is how much 


less New England should have to pay for 
our Oil and gas, and how much tax should 
be levied on Sunbelt oil and gas for the 


benefit of other sections. The right to 
require that payment is an undisputed ob- 
ligation of our Federal Union. 


The fall of the Sunbelt is a triumph of 
its Own principle. As for those of us who 
dispute that masochism constitutes a valid 
principle, the terminology we would use to 
describe it would in any case not be print- 
able, so, for now, I will hold my peace. 
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Wyndham Lewis on North America 


by Russell Kirk 


In the summer of 1954, Wyndham Lewis and. 
I sat talking in the dark parlor of his 
studio-flat a= the top of Rotting Hili. He 
could drink only champagne, he told me; 
but happily T. S, Eliot had brought to him 
from the Continent a whole case of small 
bottles of champagne. 1 drained Lewis’ 
bottle of brandy in the course of that eve- 
ning; despite his rumored penuriousness, 
he did mot complain, (He could not have 
seen how much I consumed; and anyway, he 
had urged me to drink it.) Some other 
visitors found him mordant and niggardly, 
but whenever I called on Lewis he was gen- 
ital and generous. 


He had made his secretary read to him, 
in his blindness, my fat book fhe conser= 
vative Mind, What American city might be 
called conservative? he inquired of me, 
“Grand Rapids," I told him. He asked me to 
describe the conservatism of Grand Rapids, 
and seemed pleased with my analysis. At 
that time I had not read his boo Anerica 
and Cosmic Man, published six years earli- 
er. Had I known the book then, I would 
have understood that my account of Grand 
Rapids confirmed one of his observations 
in America and Cosmic Man -= that the Mid- 
west was the most conservative region of 
the United States. 


I undertake this present essay because 
Lewis’ observations on North American peo- 
ple and institutions remain worth e¢xamin- 
ing. As a critic of American society, 
Lewis was not the peer of Tocqueville or 
of Bryce--both of whom he quoted frequent- 
ly. (He wrote an essay about Tocqueville, 
published in 1946 in fhe Sewanee Review.) 
Nor did Lewis understand America as well 
as does a living European observer, the 
Spanish philosopher Julidn Marfas. But 
Lewis was a friendly commentator on Amer- 
ica, free from the prejudices expressed by 
Joad in The Babbitt warren and by Georges 


Duhamel in America the Menace. And _ the 
cosmopolitan intellect of Lewis, applied 
sardonically to any civilization, offers 


some unusual insights. 


Lewis! six war-time years in Canada and 
the United States had been barren, by his 
own account. He had written little cnough: 
the slight America, I Présume, America and 
Cosmic Man, and The Vulgar Streak -- these 
latter two not published until after he 
returned to England. Out of those barren 
years, nevertheless, came a powerful novel, 
Self Condemned, the fruit of his Canadian 
experiences, to be published years later; 


I had read it just before calling on him 
in 1954, and 1 was to criticize it in the 
cn of Yelde Review. At our meeting in 
1954, we did not discuss his theses ex- 
potinded in America and Cosmic Man: Lewis! 
expectations of America seemingly had dim- 
inished singe he crossed back to Britain 
in 1954, and as we talked the immediate 
tribulations of Rotting Nill loomed over 
his head, quite as severe as the trials he 
had experienced in the United States and 
Canada. 


But he was very interested in what 1 had 
to say about the United States; he lured 
tie} =6tnto loquacity. (Flannery O'Connor, 
about this: same period, was to find me won- 
drously retigent and reserved; hut slice did 


not ply me with brandy.) {£ did most of the 


talking. Only later did I pay some ¢lose 
attention to what ‘Lewis had written ahout 
North Americans and their prospects. 


Lewis really did ltke citizens of the 
United States (as distinguished from Cana- 
dians), or at least certain types of Am- 
ericans, "The thing that tlover ceases to 
strprisce me," he had writton to Allen ‘Tate 
in 1945, "Is how the commofi or pardeti An 
Crican has succeeded ih preserving intact 
his nice disposition, his friend]y heart, 
for everything round about him is this 
great tough ¢clamorous abyss of loltar amad- 
ness." 


Daring his half-dogen years in North 
America, Lewis had “bummed it from city to 
city." For all of that, he held a high 
opinion of American character. Neither In 
Canada nor in the United States ‘had he 
been able to arrange an appointment of any 
duration as a distinguished! professor, nor 
to find a magazine that would pubtich his 
writings (except for Sewanee, under Tate's 
editorship), ner to find adequate commis 
sions as a painter. It had become di fli 
cult for him and his wife to survive in 
exile. (It did not follow that thev woitld 
have been better off in Britwin, for the 
War was crue! to men Of letters evertahere: 
Scotland's best poet and criti¢e, edwin 
Muir, living in St. Andrews during those 
years, was denied even the smallest post 
at the University there, badly thengh he 
needed nioncy. ) 


What the Lowises experienced in Canada 
was the existence of René and Hester Hard- 
ing so hitterly described in the grim 
novel Self Condemned. Lewis found that no 
man like himself could live in the United 
States cither, "“exeept upon ample monies 
brought from clsewhere.” So his praise of 
Americans and his hopes for the United 
States, which cotmenced about 1945 and ch. 
dured down to 1955 (when 1 last conversed 
with him) are not unsurprising. 
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He did not see a great deal of either 
Canada or the United States-- chiefly Buf- 
falo, New York City and Long Island, some- 
thing of Boston and Washington, Toronto, 
Windsor (and Detroit across the River), St. 
Louis, Ottawa, and Montreal. The Hotel- 
confined winters in Toronto were the most 
dismal periods of this exile, accounting 
in considerable part for Lewis' thoroughly- 
expressed detestation of Canadian life. 
But also Lewis seems to have felt that dis- 
illusionment with Canada that falls upon 
certain British subjects or United States 
citizens who initially are pleased and ex- 
cited by a Canadian sojourn: they come to 
mutter, after certain frustrations, that 
Canadian society blends the more disagree- 
able qualities of the cultures of England, 
Scotland, France, and the United States-- 
with a dash of red savagery added. Unlike 
Mexico, Canada could not hope to be re- 
deemed by a revival of Indian culture --or 
$o Lewis wrote. 


Had Lewis spent his American years in 
the South, we should have been denied Self 
Condemned, certainly, and probably America 
and Cosmic Man would have been a different 
sort of hook. What vestiges remain in St. 
Louis of southernness--and there were more 
in 1939 than survive nowadays -- were all 
that Lewis saw of the South. Some months 
in Richmond (then), Charleston, Savannah, 
and New Orleans; perhaps visiting profes- 
sorships at William and Mary, Washington 
and Lee, Sewance, or some other Southern 
college or university -- why, then Lewis 
would have been unafflicted by the Hotel 
Blundell and Momaco University. in Self 
Condemned, and even his sardonic temper 
might have heen soothed by southern civil- 
ities, Conceivably, too, he might have 
come to share his friend Eliot's sympathy 
with the Southern Agrarians, and to have 
Seen in regionalism the virtues which 
Eliot suggests in after strange Gods; and 
so he would have abjured the centralizing 
spirit which runs through america and Cos- 
mic man. But that, as Eliot tells us, is 
fruitless speculation. Back to Canada. 


Nhatever the roots of Lewis' prejudice, 
Seif Condemned is a long indictment of 
Canadian culture and custom. And in his 
discussion of race and class in America 
and Cosmic Man, Lewis writes contemptuous - 
ly of Canada as "this isolated and back- 
ward country” where the English Canadians 
rejotce in their alleged racial superior- 
ity over the Peasoups. The very insects of 
the wilderness plagued him insufferably. 


His dislike of Canadians admitted few 
exceptions. I suspect that his prejudice 
may have accounted for his curious per form- 
ance at Michigan State College, early in 
1945. Of this, he wrote to T. S. Eliot 
that “A group of old hacks teaching Eng- 
lish, though they have some difficulty in 


i ess 
speaking it, entertain one to sway 
and beerless Six o'clock suppers of which 
carty a flask of alcohol, snorts O° 0 oo 
I consume in the privacy of my — Pral~ 
to submitting to these routine 5 Poet 
ities). His host for this ina ig EET 
told ihe that Lewis entrenched nevats, 
drunkenly in his bathroom and ré phous? 
come out for his evening iy heed ear 
at length persuaded, he parece od hacks 
ably on the platform. Among the ‘'o 


: ; new 
were some pleasant and amusing ment kine 
-- men of talents, actually. ees rE 


in East Lansing was this: 
ek gor ag a J. M. Smith, @ pans wae 
anthologist of merit -- but a ose 44 
transplanted to Michigan. Even acr le 
border, the fell spirit of Momaco ( 
to) pursued Lewis. 


Thus the "America" from which Cosmic po 
is to emerge is the United States, not ; 
Dominion of Canada; in the dawning 3 ’ 
even Mexico would count for more i - 
Canada, Lewis foretold. Canada seeme : 
him no better than what the United State 
had been in the era of William James (as 
expressed in Time and Western Sani; prasin 
cial at best, limited to “a raw and unsa 
isfactory life." Something universal ute 
to make its appearance first in the Unite 
States, Lewis argued. But whether Cosmic 
Man himself might be a universal 5g eige 
cial is a question worth examining in the 
latter portion of this essay. 


Lewis' high commendation of American 
character and institutions, in America and 
Cosmic Man, was expressed with his accus- 
tomed indifference to popular opinion of 


the hour -- or rather, with his invariable 
readiness to defy prevailing opinions and 
scourge the follies of the time. Lewis 


would not venerate the idols of the crowd. 
In 1948 and 1949, when the London and New 
York editions of America and Cosmic Man 
appeared, Europeans and even the British 
had begun to react strongly against cul- 
tural annexation by the United States. 
Some sixteen years earlier, Bertrand Rus- 
sell had declared that the time would ar- 
rive when American marines would be sta- 
tioned in the principal ports of Europe, 
to ensure the collection of payments owed 
to the American government. It had not 
come to that in 1948, with the partial ex- 
ception of occupied Germany; nevertheless, 
it seemed to many in Eruope and elsewhere 
that the United States was proceeding to 
make Europe, and much more of the world, 
her own. But Lewis professed his approval 
of this cultural annexation. 


In 1948, when I was a research student 
at St. Andrews, I had read none of Lewis' 
books. Yet like Lewis, I was reflecting 
then on the expansion of American modes of 
life over the world-- with more misgivings 
than Lewis expressed. This process had 
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been at work in Britain for a good while, 


I wrote in 1948, in an obscure journal, 
but was somewhat masked there. "On the 
Continent," I continued, "the invasion of 


American culture is nakedly visible, cut- 
ting through the polished veneer of French 
and Italian life like the gash of a boy's 
knife makes across the surface of his 
mother's buffet. And with the passing of 
every month, the American boy gouges out a 
new sliver or two.. 


is writ large across the map 
Europe. The Money 
the temple, at 


""America' 
of a convalescent 
changers -- if not within 
least in the shelter of its porch, literal 
ly, at Notre Dame and St. Mark's and the 
Duomo of Milan-- who grin their anxiety to 
buy the dollar at free-market rates; the 
ubiquitous Italian soldiers who, in their 
new drab uniforms, look like American re- 
cruits; the cheesecake periodicals on the 
racks of the news-vendors; the cigarette- 
advertisement hoardings that make ancient 
market squares abdominable; the new flat 
buildings that convert Nepentho into New 
York; the music that blares from radios in 
Lausanne or Verona; the endeavor of a Ne- 
apolitan youth to dress himself after the 
fashion of Fifth Avenue or Beverly Hills-- 
these phenomena spell out the 'Mene, mene, 
tekel, upharsin' flaming in neon against 
the shaken walls of twentieth-century Eur- 
opean civilization.... America is at once 
the voluptuous dream and the object of 
chicane of the common man of modern Eur- 


ope." 


My youthful invective may remind one a 
little of Lewis', although in 1948 he had 
not influenced me; but my particular senti 
ments were not his at that time -- quite 
otherwise. I did recognize certain Amer- 
ican virtues that Lewis knew, but I com- 
mented that those virtues were difficult 
to export. "These three properties, in 
particular, must summon up the admiration 
.of any observer of acuity," I wrote then: 
"a constitutional system more friendly to 
liberty than any other in our age; an amen 
ity of conduct and disposition which per- 
vades, despite a multitude of exceptions, 
even the lowest orders of society; anda 
spirit of personal independence and respon 
sibility which, weakened though it be, is 
not yet senile." 


In America and Cosmic Man, these Ameri- 
can qualities are touched upon, and better 
described. Unlike Lewis, however, I did 
not believe that American convictions and 
manners could be exported readily. "Armour 
and Company cannot put them up in tins and 
dispatch them... to Athens and Cupar, Lis- 
bon and Stepney." I declared in 1948 my 
misgiving that American delusions would be 
exported -- especially the doctrine of the 
immediate gratification of the senses: 
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"More than any other people," I wrote, 
"the Americans have come to worship Mammon 
of the Short Run. Even the brutal mater- 
ialism of the Soviets is dedicated at the 
altar of Mammon of the Long Run. The Am- 
erican divorce-rate, the general preval- 
ence of shocking waste, the giddy vecring 
of public fancy, the new Pontiac beside 
the decrepit shack, the tone of the news- 
papers -- all are so many instances of the 
deification of the principle of immediate 
gratification of the senses. This worship 


is not new in America; in its veiled and 
idealized form, it is sung by Walt Whitman, 
one might call it Whitmaniacy. Such com- 


modities are standardized, mass-produced, 
and tossed into the growing vacuum lcft by 
the depletion of intellectual principle in 
Europe." 


Lewis himself had called the United 
States "a howling commercial wilderness," 
in a letter to Tate. Yet the principal ar- 
gument of America and Cosmic Man is very 
different from my vaticinations of 1948. 
How far Lewis has been justified by events, 
three decades later, is a subject worth 
examining here. 


x x * * 


Cosmic Man will emerge in the United 
States, and bestride the world, because he 
must, Lewis declares in America and Cosmic 
Man. Our only alternative is the destruc- 
tion of civilized life everywhere, through 
nuclear war. Lewis echoes Turgot's senti- 
ment that the American pcople are the hope 
of the human race. 


Centralization, to which the United 
States already has proceeded despite its 
original federative character, must be ex- 
tended throughout the world: a World State 
generally founded upon the American mode 
of life and politics. Why? Because the 
whole aim of the state is to keep. the 
peace; and in this age, even though per- 
haps half the human race might physically 
survive an atomic war, civilization can be 
maintained only by the eliminating of 
national sovereigntics. 


coming domination will not be 
but rather the growth 
of a universal pattern: the American cul- 
ture, not the American flag, everywhere 
welcomed and triumphant. "When the Ameri- 
can comes to universalism himself -- as is 
much more his 'manifest destiny' then the 


This 
"Americanization," 


shoddy imperialism immortalized by that 
phrase -- Americanism will not. survive," 
Lewis puts it. 

Lewis knows American failings -- among 


them, the vague and indiscriminate use of 
the word "democracy." And the American, he 
writes, "is not, as we find him, at all 


24 


averse to fantasy. The farcical and viol- 

ent texture of his life provokes only feeb- 
ly the ethical and critical reactions 

which people expect." Still, such a one as 

Lincoln rose up in America, and only such 

a one as Lincoln, so American, can save 

the world today. All this is set down with 

a considerable background of American his- 

tory and biography. Lewis confesses that 

“Even down to the present time the United 
States is probably the worse country for a 

man of exceptional intellectual endowment 

to be born in; though what today is accoun- 
table for that is vastly more complex, and 

of a different order." Also the Americans 

are sentimentally attached to archaic 

political doctrines: "Because the Ameri- 

cans have embalmed their Whiggery, along 

with their ‘Bible religion'; because they 
make exhibition of so noisy, so. superfi- 

cial, a radicalism, they look more progres- 
Sive than they in fact are." 


But America is changing, as it must for 
its own salvation and the world's. Pro> 
found alteration is happening with great 
Speed. "The destiny of America is not to 
be just another "grande nation': but to be 
the great big promiscuous grave into which 
tumble, and there disintegrate, all that 
was formerly race, class, or nationhood. 
That the average American is unaware of 
this peculiar destiny is true... He does 
not regard himself as a solvent -- he does 
mot realize that it is largely through 
American action, in the last war and the 
last but one, that what had endured in 
Europe for two thousand years has almost 
Overnight been dissolved into a bubbling 


chaos." 


‘Merica will standardize the world, "and 

inhabitant of Mexico City will in the 
end be indistinguishable from the dweller 
in Montreal." Lewis does not protest at 
all: "I feel most at home in the United 
States, not because it is intrinsically a 
interesting country, but because no 
ne really belongs there any more than I 
o. We are all there together in its whol- 
y excellent vacuum." 


ore 


To be a great promiscuous grave of race, 
class, nationhood--is this indeed the Amer- 
Mission? Lewis makes a case against 

s already Americans are rootless as 
place and almost as to family, let 
te class, and Lewis hopes for a world- 
rootless Elysium, quite acceptable to 
ch cosmopolitans as himself. (In this 
book he professes to feel at home in New 
fork City, though to Allen Tate He con- 
fessed his terror of that metropolis.) 
Lewis, so often mocking, here becomes an 
enthusiast -- for American ways: "For mil- 
lions 9f people America has been as near 
to heaven as they will ever get. If it 
did not go on being heaven, it always re- 
mained different from any other place." 
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It may be discerned’ that Wyndham teil 
twentieth-century argument is “ 
Hobbes! Sexgue tune ears te ee 
though the philosopher o alm ury 
not quoted in this book. The , time geo 
peril of destruction by war requires tall 
mission to a total Authority; that aut Fi 
ity, in the twentieth century, wat 
versal; a new sort of being, Cosmic es 
is required to accept and fulfill eee 
order; for the sake of individual freedom; 


the best form which that authority pad 
take is the American pattern; heir “s 
forms of democracy may be preserved, 


: : t 
long as Cosmic Man is resigned to the ar 


of being ruled. 


Some may object to the Cosmic Man, the 


universalized American, rootless eo 
friendly? "Should such creatures be e " 
couraged? The answer is that in the even 


of a World Government (which man has te 
trying to bring about for so long, an 

there is good reason to suppose may now, 
with the help of nuclear energy -- after a 
final conflagration--obtain) with a Fingle 
government controlling all the affairs o 

the earth, a cosmic society would be a 
necessary corollary, as distinct from the 
mere administration....In order permanent - 
ly to banish the parochial or tribal 
Spirit, that would be the best course. 


In America already is a new man, moving 
toward the condition of Cosmic Man. Lewis 
praises American theater, radio programs 
(Amos and Andy, Jimmy Durante, Edgar Ber- 
gen, Jack Benny), the libraries, the muse - 
ums. The new man, with an American mind, 
"Can be seen compiling books of first-rate 
scholarship, as an engineer creating mach- 
ines of wonderful elegance and barbaric 
fancy: he may be seen acting in the thea- 
ters, Cartooning, illustrating in the mag - 
azines and in books, designing bookjackets 
and posters, writing songs, in- all of 
which skill and sometimes imagination of a 
high order are evidenced: he may be ob- 
served bravely cracking away in the New 
Yorker, is responsible for skyscrapers, 
and dress designs of a clinical elegance, 
he can be listened to pouring out a wealth 
of talent on the air, on a dozen radio net- 
works." 

Peace and freedom are Lewis' objects. 
At times he sounds like a socialist: "... 
in the world at large, there is at normal 
times a great plenty of food--of stock, of 
corn, or rice, or sugar. And our indus- 
trial techniques are such that we could 
supply everyone on the earth with enough 
and to spare of everything--of shoes, un- 
derwear, garments, furniture, refrigera- 
tors, washing-machines, and so forth. What 
stops the human race from enjoying this 
plenty is in the main two things: war and 
the economy of scarcity." 


a _ America and Cosmic Man, style 
fermct might be by some author quite dif- 

: nt from the author of Time and Western 
an. Ex America lux! 


scantatien some extravagances in this book, 
phe e by the passage on radio enter- 
ios leyget much that Lewis predicted has 
ArRtaee eo During Lyndon Johnson's ad- 
aver oe political and economic cen- 
Seankie go was carried much farther than 
ape sl oosevelt (admired by Lewis) had 
i kake aly carry it. The name and manners of 
caaeiad , and America's economic influence, 
ete SRERREEL Dhl y throughout the world 
pe very recent years. People from Mex- 
ca ee _to swarm into the United 
3 it as Lewis had said they would; and 
stat Pg kon 8 the possibility that Ameri- 
smctny Oriental descent may outnumber the 
tanee population of the United States, as 
ewis Suggested--with a half-million Kor- 
on i. Los Angeles alone, already. In 
; else, Lewis saw the shape of things 
Oo come, even while declaring that no man 
may foresee what will come to pass a cen- 
tury from the present. 


Yet the Cosmic Man has not strutted up- 
on the stage, nor does the World State 
seem closer than it did in 1948. (It 
should be remarked that Lewis did not ex- 
pect the World Stage to be accepted, prob- 
ably, until after a nuclear war really de- 
vastating.) The New Man that Lewis fancied 
emergent in America has accomplished few 
new wonders. No one today, especially af- 
ter the repulse on Viet Nam, echoes Lewis’ 
enthusiasm for an American-model hegemony. 
Nowadays Lewis' version of the American 
Century concept sounds rather like the men 
tality of Cyrus P. Whittle, the school- 
Master in Santayana's novel The Last Puri- 
tan: "Not only was America the biggest 
thing on earth, but it was soon going to 
wipe out everything else; and in the deli- 
rious dazzling joy of that consummation, 
he forgot to ask what would happen after- 
wards." 


In The Last Puritan is a very different 
character, the Catholic crippled recluse 
Caleb Wetherbee, who in a sense antici- 
pates Lewis' argument and replies to it. 
Wetherbee thanks God for his deformity, 
"because without it I should probably have 
been carried headlong-- what strength have 
I of my own? -- by the running tide of our 
prosperity and triviality, and never 
should have conceived that we in America 
are not addressed to vanity, to some gor- 
geous universal domination of our name or 
manners, but that without knowing it we 
are addressed to repentance, to a new life 
of humility and charity." 


If, indeed, there should come to pass 
some gorgeous universal domination of Amer- 
ican manners and methods, probably it 


a2 


in a fit of absence of 


mind; for even in 1948, Lewis himself sug- 
gested, the typical American had no will to 
world power. As he put it, "The general 
run of people in the States are quite un- 
assuming, and quite modest about their 


would have to come 


destiny, as they are anywhere else. They 
awakened from their pipe-dream long a 
their 


When, in the Spanish-American War, 
old jingo confidence and complacency aban- 
doned them, or began to do so, the long- 
accepted libertarian jargon was, they be- 
gan to growl to cach other, ‘the bunk.'" 


That is truer in 1890; and it being 
true, why should it be supposed ig a 
Am- 


World State would be modelled upon the 
ecrican Republic, or that Cosmic Man would 
be an improved American, writ large? Any 
universal scheme, in this "Socialist Age." 
(a term used by Lewis), this Age of Ide- 
ology, more probably would be given effect 
by some knot of fierce fanatic ideologues 
than by American-model leaders reared in 
the politics of prudence and empiricism. 
The World State of the totalist "Logical- 
ists" in Robert Graves’ romance Seven Days 
in New Crete (published soon after America 
and Cosmic Man), with its deadly boring 
uniformity and hostility to imagination, 
is a more believable design. And the Cos- 


mic Man might well be Orwell's zealots 
“who think in slogans and talk in bullets. 
of fTYCe, 


Promiscuous Grave 


The Great Big { : 
a universa 


class, and nationhood might he 
charnel-house on the Cambodian pattern, 


mean to denigrate a neg- 
have summar- 
and 


But I do not 
lected serious book which [| 
ized too briefly for fairness. America 
written with British readers 
in mind chiefly, obtained little attention 
in the United States--although only Ameri 
cans could give flesh to Lewis' sugges 
tions. Many of the questions which Lewis 
raises must be confronted frankly 


by those 
Americans, 


Cosmic Man, 


during the next few years, who 
will be making irrevocable decisions --and 
by the molders of American public opinion. 
President Carter just now hears these 
tremendous questions ringing in his cars, 
and does not know how to reply--not at ad 1. 


Lewis, with his praise of things Ameri - 
can, asked too much of the United States. 


Yet America nowadays requires that encour: 
to the American 


agement which Lewis gave 

undertaking after the Second World War. 
This is put well by Julian Marfas, who 
knows America better than Lewis did, in 
his "Epilogue: The United States in 1970" 


to his book America in the Fifties and Six- 
ties. "What the United States really 
needs," Marfas writes, "is imagination and 
a national goal toward which all can enthu- 
siastically strive. It needs the kind of 
rhetoric that will express what the United 
States really is, that is, a rhetoric that 
will tell where its ultimate national aims 
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lic. It needs spokesmen to guide it toward 
a future based on the real and the possi- 
ble, and not on utopian and abstract no- 
tions that could apply to any situation 
and for that very reason apply to none. 
The political will of the United States 
must deal with things as they really are, 
hut this does not mean that it should 


leave them as they are. Instead of avoid- 
ing its problems, the United States should 
accent them as a challenge and a means of 
Progressing to something better." 

Such an exhortation, I suppose, was 
Lewis’ purpose in writing America and Cos- 
mic Man. J should have explored such mat- 
ters with him in 1954; but My imagination 
was full of his Seif Condemned, and my 


body was full of his brandy, and he was 


; m 
extracting information about Aneries £tor 
me. Public men, of course, — SE ager ls 
read books by people like Wyndham < one 
Once President Nixon asked me ed nit 
book he ought to read, and I to : 
Eliot's WNotes Towards the Definition sae 
Culture, and sent him a copy of that 5 oe 
book; but I doubt whether he found pace P 
read it; he, and other Presidents, sewed’ 
have given still less time to to lan 
books. Then, lacking imagination, tba fe 
falls. Lewis, despite occasional ae TL at 
city of concept, was no Terrible tan te 
er, no ideologue. So "practical" pu 
men did not read him. 


"Our pleasures unpursued age past 
recall 

And for our pains--we are not heard 
at ali.” 


Home Thoughts From Abroad, a poem 


by Adespoton 


Hot nights in Summer when the calendar 

gets stuck on August, I numbed by the lull 

of the air-conditioner lie listening 

to trucks roll by on 27; their headlights 
scrambling over the walls breed from their shadows 
the nameless furies of my discontent. : 
They gasp through one as up through two for air 
through sometimes seven gears till up the hill 
now and they're out of town and only crickets 
disturb the haze breathed up from Cincinnati. 
Come from the South, Atlanta, Birmingham-- 

their factories the brooding sentinels 

of Yankee occupation; up through Kentucky 

they'd crossed the Ohio about an hour ago, 
through Indiana to Chicago when Dawn 

Squanders her passion on Lake Michigan, 

raising the rents up and down Lake Shore Drive. 
Or from the East, Columbus, Wheeling, Pittsburgh, 
Stalled desperately on grades behind a line 

of unembarrassed campers in Winnebagoes 

who slow to watch the mountainside split open 
and West Virginia disembowelled slide spoiling 
into sullen creeks and vallies now ungreen. 

They might have started from the Carolinas-- 
dead Fords rusting into tobacco fields-- 

up 17 along the coast, where signs 

mark a plantation burnt down to a chimney 

in the swamps, where a qarden's geometric plan 
magnolias helter-skelter trace; from Charleston 
and Savannah, ruined citadels of peace. 

Now rocking past the pig farms of Ohio 

and cornfields luscious in the pigs’ manure 

they pursue like history their vision of 

the golden West. Upon this continent-—- 

my bed--these nerves spin out the muddled networks 
of your routes, marking with elbows fingers knees 
the railroad towns and strangled cities, stops 
on a not quite endless journey down death row. 
America is here inside Ohio, 

in this dust-bedevilled room, inside the ferment 
of gastric juice blood bile, a civil war 

of half-digested Kansas beef and Florida 
oranges, all that's left of sovereign states 

to celebrate their Bicentennial. 


The Train and Trenton 27 


by Marion A. Wright 


There are those who measure the impor - 
tance of railroads in terms of carloadings 
passengers, miles and other details which 
can be neatly plotted on checkered paper 
in graphs _and charts. Every increase or 
decrease in any one of these practical 
fields is shown in a saw-tooth line which 
registers the pulse beat of trade and com- 
merce. A man in Appalachia rolls a wheel 
barrow of coal into a gondola. A Chicago 
handler of hog carcasses lays his burden 
within the icy embrace of a refrigerator 
car. A stevedore in Mississippi trucks a 
bale of cotton from steamboat to box car. 
Each performs his separate task of warming 
feeding and clothing mankind. Somewhere a 
sensitive statistical needle records his 
feat as unerringly as the fall of a spar- 
row 1s said to be marked by the eye of Om- 
niscience. In the markets of the world and 
in a great white building in Washington 
note is taken and the proper entries made. 
The delicate seismograph of trade trembles 
with the impact of each pound thumped down 
upon the floor of any railroad car. 


I came along, thank God, before much was 
known of charts and graphs. In the last 
decade of the nineteenth and the first of 
the twentieth century they received but 
little attention. At least in Trenton. It 
may be that somewhere brains were wracked 


over such matters, but not ina South 
Carolina village of some three hundred 
souls, bisected by that branch of the 


Southern Railroad which connects Columbia, 
South Carolina, with Augusta, Georgia, 
presided over not by a Mayor but by a much 
lesser dignitary designated by the South 
Carolina Code of Laws as Intendant, having 


one brick and five wooden stores, un- 
painted and antiquc. To us in Trenton a 
chart was something used by sailors and a 
graph had to do with the Tweed Ring in re- 
mote New York. 


But the railroad possessed for us in 
Trenton a kind and degree of importance 
too elusive and too pervasive to be re- 
flected upon any chart or graph. The 
practical formula of a Scotchman by the 
name of McAdam had not yet becn translated 
into unyielding white ribbons that tra- 
versed our red hills; and a man in Michi- 
gan whose name was Ford was still tinker- 
ing with a dangerous gadget that seemed, 
from what we could hear of it, almost a 
tampering with Divine Providence. The iron 
tracks, in a literal sensc, afforded our 
only connection with the outside world. 
Columbia and Augusta were remote, but once 
a day, in the trains that thundered down 
upon us, flaunting their plumes of grey 
smoke and coming to a stop with much 
screeching and grinding of brakes, contact 
with those two metropolitan centers was 
established. On frosty mornings the whis- 
tle could be faintly heard just as the 
train left Johnston to the North, and we 
listened for later signals at Toney's, 
Bouknight’s and Salter's crossings until 
it emerged froma cut near the edge of 
town with a final two long and two short 
blasts. The brief moment of hesitation at 
our station concluded, we watched it roll 
majestically toward Augusta, the final au- 
dible signal being given to herald the ar- 
rival at a crossroads station ironically 
named by some pixie high up in the ranks 
of railroad officialdom as Eureka. 
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I should say that, While the Columbia- 
Augusta track was the main line, 
was also served by a line from Edgefield 
to Aiken. For some eccult reason this 
road was known as the Cumbling Gap. The 
usual complement of its train consisted of 
two passenger cars, one for whites and one 
for blacks as required by state law, and 
one or more freight cars. While its shut- 
tlings between Aiken and Edgefield normal - 
ly attracted little attention, for a brief 
scason in the winter it had a certain gla- 
mour of its own because of the influx of 
Yankees to Aiken, then making its first 
bid for plutocratic clientele. The Hitch- 
cocks, the Iselins, the Narrimans and 
others whose names and pictures we hid oc= 
casionally observed in The Augusta Chroni- 
cle might be secn in the flesh as their 
private cars were tenderly detached from 
the train from Columbia and tagged on to 
the Cumbling Gap en route to Aiken. In 
special cars they brought along their polo 
ponitcs and hunters, and these aroused as 
decp an interest as their human owners. A 
carloud of ponies and a rich Yankee or two 
might be cxpected almost any day when the 
scason was on. On really good days as high 
roe a half dozen Yankees could be seen at 

ce. 


These almost mythical people from the 
North created a small industry at Trenton. 
Many of them brought shot guns, tooled and 
polished to a fine sheen. With these in 
hand and boxes of shells they were wont to 
while away awinter's afternoon at Aiken 
by shooting pigcons released from a box. 
Probably this was before the formation of 
the Socicty for Prevention of Cruclty to 
Animals, If it did exist, it didn't dare 
arece rere with the pleasures of gentlemen. 

f Coursc, in time a clay disc and a me- 
chanical device which hurls the disc spin- 
ning before the poised gunner supplanted 
the pigeon. 


We people at Trenton knew the personnel 
of the train crews. There was Conductor 
Wooten, resplendent in blue uniform and 
cap, who contributed e@ach day a note of 
high comedy. When the express messenger 
and mail clerk had completed their duties 
and Engineer Holland had received from 
Station Agent Kincaid a yellow sheet with 
certain orders transcribed thereon and the 
engine was giving its premonitory hissing 
and puffing, Conductor Wooten would shout, 
“Get aboard, get aboard. If you can't get 
aboard, get a shingle." And so the wise- 
crack came to Trenton. Cap'n Wooten did it 
every day before the same audience but it 
always went over. He did it at every sta- 
tion on the line for twenty years without 
having it go sour. 


Wooten and Holland ran on the main line. 
Jack Addison was the conductor and Charlie 
Hughes the engineer on the Cumbling Gap. 


Trenton 


Hughes waved from his cab window at every 
girl from Edgefield to Aiken. Matrons 40° 
feta ea they are now, but thay femember 
Charlie Hughes, Condurtors and engineers 
were men of reat importance. The ambition 
of a large percentage of Trenton boys waS 
to sit one day at the throttle and control 
the throbbing and panting power. 


The depot was the social center of id 
town-=the only social center. Satoons an 
bar-rooms had been swept out in a great 
tidal wave of morality, a wave which soon 
began to turn back toward the shere. While 
Trenton was the héme of Senator "Pitchfork 
Ben’ Tillman, the state dispensary of liq- 
wor, which he created, was located at Edge 
Field. There was no poolroam. No library: 
No barber shop except on Saturdays when 4 
Negro named Will Rhodes drove a mule if 
fram the country and cut hair. Every male 
who had passed adolescence shaved himself 
at infrequent intervais with a straight 
razor: This nonsense of the daily shave 
had not yet had birth, and Mr. Gillette's 
patented device, where known, was regarde 
as disgustingly effete. 


So the depot, with its separate waiting 
rooms for white and colored, was a kind of 
social club. In the winter a pot-bellied 
stove was kept glowing by the Negro porter. 
whose duties, in addition to firing the 
stove, included the general tasks of jami- 
tor for the station, loading and unloading 
express, rolling bales of cotton into 
freight cars and carrying the mail to and 
from the one-room frame post office across 
the street. The postmistress, by the way, 
was Mrs. Emma Hord. Ner appointwnéent, in 
those days before the Civil Service, was, 
of course, controlled by Senator Tilltan. 
Wer first and only son bore the name Ben 
Tillman Hord, which circumstance was pre- 
sumed to be for Mrs. Hord a kind of employ- 
ment insurance. 


The waiting room was not used through- 
out the entire day. The congestion oc- 
curred during those minutes from the time 
the whistle blew at Salter’s Crossing on 
the North or at the trestle on the South 
until the train arrived, disgorged its car- 
go, and disappeared around the bend in a 
whirl of smoke and cinders. There were, of 
course, a few who might have come with 
some view to utilizing the railroad's serv- 
ice. But most of us were there out of what 
would now be called idle curiosity. Who 
was going off? Who was coming to town? We 
could always set our watches. A man was 
proud to say he had “railroad time." 


There was a time when the colored wait- 
ing room lost its drawing power. A shift- 
ing engine backed unexpectedly into a side 
track and killed a black flagman. He had 


no relatives at Trenton and the remains, 
for a want of other or better chapel, were 
deposited in the waiting room reserved for 
Members of his race. There a coroner's 
Jury was empanelled to view the body and 
Write a verdict as to the cause of death. 
For weeks thereafter no Negro entered this 
room, but cold weather came on and the 
lure of warm fire overcame the dread of 


anything suggestive of the essentially mor- 


tal nature of man. 


_. Few Negroes rode the trains, but occa- 
Slonally a rich Yankee would bring with 
him a black maid or groomsman to take care 
of the horses. Such servants were invari- 
ably better dressed than the whites who 
gawked at them. In addition to their in- 
nate prejudice against blacks, this city 
attire was, for the whites, fresh cause 
for hostility. "Clothes like those is what 
Makes 'em biggity." 


; As a boy and before I had become fully 
indoctrinated in the local mores, I worked 
as aclerk in the store of Walter Wise 
Which stood within fifty yards of the de- 
pot, In Mr. Wise's absence one day the 
train from Columbia brought a neat, well- 
dressed Afro-American who had some minutes 
to wait for the Cumbling Gap to take him 
to Aiken. He came over to the store and 
asked if he might wash his hands. I showed 
him where the tin wash basin, soap and 
towel were kept. 


The man had just begun his ablutions 
when Mr. Wise entered. He became livid, 
snatched a buggy whip from a rack, shouted 
something about "a goddamn nigger using my 
wash pan'' and advanced to the attack. He 
chased the Negro across the railroad track 
and behind the Presbyterian church, where 
the latter remained until the Cumbling Gap 
bound for Aiken rolled in. Then I saw him 
furtively slink from hiding and board the 
train, using, of course, the car for 
blacks. 


_ Mr. Wise spent the rest of the day giv- 
ing me a course in race relations. 


The train provided small boys with en- 
tertainment which cost only a penny. As 
the train came steaming in from Augusta or 
Columbia, a boy in momentary affluence 
would place on the rail a one cent piece, 
or brownie, as it was called. As soon as 
the train pulled out, the penny would be 
retrieved -- a penny which had suffered a 


sea change into something rich and strange. 


The benign countenance of George Washing- 
ton was faintly discernible on a paper 
thin copper disc about the size of a half 


dollar. 


The theme was varied by spitting on the 
track and placing in the saliva two 


straight pins crossed to form an X. That X, 
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after the cars had passed over it, became 
an acceptable imitation of an anemic hour 


glass. 


Usually one or more drummers got off the 
train. They had two or three heavy bags of 
samples. A dime could sometimes be made by 
an able-bodied boy who would carry one or 
more of these over to Walter Wise's store, 
or to Sam Manget's, or Hughes'. Usually 
the feeling was that this was a job for 
Negro boys and the field was vacated by 
the whites. There was Mr. Sherman who 
"travelled out of" Augusta with a line of 
notions and Mr. Dudley who sold candy and 
came from Columbia. These were personable 
fellows and were known not merely to "the 
trade" but to the entire public. Their 
brief canvas concluded, they would occa- 
sionally while away the time until the 
next train with a game of checkers or set- 


back. 


The Hughes store, by the way, was known 
as a drug store. There was a cubby hole in 
which drugs were compounded, partitioned 
off from the rest of the wooden buildings, 
but, in addition, Mr. Hughes carried such 
tidbits as meal, side meat, molasses and 
Dixie Boy and Bull Tongue plows. In the 
rear of the store was a lot in which was 
kept a large stallion, bay in color and 
amorous’ in disposition. His purpose was 
essentially biologic. Customers who drove 
to town, while having quinine capsules 
filled or chill and fever tonic mixed, 
sometimes led their mares into the lot at 
the rear for some moments of dalliance. 
This practice was well known to the adoles 
cent youth of the town, and drummers' bags 
were carried to Hughes' without fee, just 
in case, and as a short course in_ the 
Facts of Life. On occasion this stallion 
was hitched to buggy or cart and driven 
out for exercise or for the practical pur- 
pose of hauling human freight, but his fa- 


tal addiction to romance rendered such a 
course embarrassing if not dangerous. For 
the call of the road meant nothing to him 


when the cosmic urge was upon him and cart 
or buggy would be tossed aside at _ the 
first soft whinny that came to him from 
field or pasture. 


I presume that trains in those days had 
diners, but they would have been in the 
hands of receivers if they had depended on 
Trenton's patronage. Every passenger who 
left from our station, if he would need to 
eat before arrival at his destination, 
carried a shoe box compactly stuffed with 
fried chicken and ham and biscuits and 
deviled eggs and a slab or two of cake. It 
was no light snack but enough to fortify 
van tale against the rigors of extended tra- 
vel. 


I never heard of anyone except the Till- 
mans using a Pullman. If there was travel 


30 


at night, there was a general belief that 
the best sleep could be obtained by throw- 
ing two seats together, removing the shoes 
and resting the feet on the opposite cush- 
ion. My voice had begun to change before I 
ever saw the inside of a Pullman. Mrs. 
Tillman was going to join her husband in 
Washington, and I was asked to help her on 
the train. I entered the sacred precincts 
in the expectation of seeing neat rows of 
white beds as ina hospital ward. It 
looked almost exactly like the cars in 
which I had ridden, and for years I had 
the conviction that Mrs. Tillman had got- 
ten into the wrong car. 


One car of the passenger train carried 
the mail in one end and express in the 
other. Occasionally, in those pre-refrig- 
eration days, a barrel of fish packed in 
ice, and 100 pound blocks of ice packed in 
Sawdust, would arrive as express. These 
were rushed to Til Duncan's ice house, a 
small cell insulated by sawdust. Until the 
ice melted and the contents of the barrel 
became evident to the nose, the community 
gorged on flounder and home-made ice cream. 
Every home had its ice cream freezer. 


All of this, of course, was in the pre- 
Saxophone era, when the call of the ukele- 
le had not been heard in the land, but we 
in Trenton were not without the solace of 
music. Every boy had either a mouth organ 
Or a Jew's harp, and the more affluent had 
both. They were passed indiscriminately 
from mouth to mouth in a kind of freemason- 
Ty of unsanitation. Casey Jones and Old 
Ninety-seven, both having to do with the 
exploits and untimely ends of railroad men, 
were the favorite airs when tunes. were 
plucked from the harp or breathed into the 
mouth organ, but by far the larger part of 
Our musical effort was directed toward imi- 
tation of the train. A skilled performer 
on the mouth organ could begin with the 
almost inaudible noise of the whistle at 
Johnston, catch the first faint murmur of 
Spinning wheels, reproduce every crossing 
Signa. and increase the volume and deepen 
the tone to reflect the approaching argosy 
until the train stood panting and rumbling 
alongsiue our own station, and then convey 
its diminishing hum and rattle until it 
faded into nothingness near Eureka. 


Once a year the train became the Cinder- 
ella coach which bore the school kids to 
Augusta. The occasion was the Great South- 
eastern Fair. There were exhibits of live- 
stock but these had little appeal. What 
drew us to Augusta was an outdoor reproduc- 
tion of Last Days of Pompeii--a red, fiery, 
ash-laden catastrophe with crumbling tem- 
ples and panic-stricken men, women and 
children fleeing the doomed city. In our 
juvenile minds cattle could not compete 
with carnage nor hogs with holocaust. 


again: 


Second in interest to the Last Days — 
the J. B. Whéte Department Store-- a taue 
story building which dominated the = oe 
skyline. ‘It had elevators, the first ae 
had ever seen. Endlessly we entered on a ig 
first floor, rode to the top and returng? : 
Literally we had just come along for the 
ride, which seemed so much better than 
climbing a ladder to the hayloft. 


On one trip up the call of Nature was 
upon us. We asked the elevator operator, 
"Where's your back house?" 


The man's face was blank. We tried 
"Where's your privy?" That time he 
and pointed to a door la~ 
It was a trip into 4 
There were two 

Inside was a 


got the idea 
belled "White Men." 
new and fascinating world. 
stalls with swinging doors. 

lovely porcelain contraption, the lower 
part of which seemed to bear a resemblance 
to a facility which stood at the end of 
the tomato rows in most Trenton gardens. 
In an exploratory mood, someone pushed 
down on a small lever projecting from the 
upper part of the contraption. Instantly 
there came a gurgling noise accompanied by 
a swirl of water which disappeared into 
some kind of drain at the bottom of the 
device. For fully a half hour we boys 
moved from one stall to the other, press~ 
ing the magic pedal. Evidently an impati- 
ent customer reported us to management. 
The elevator man showed up and ordered us 
from the room. His exact language, ''Get 
the hell out of here." 


The effects of the train's passage at 
Trenton were not limited to the village it- 
self. All along the line it brought a lift 
to the spirits of those who heard or saw 
it. Negroes chopping cotton on a May mor- 
ning. The faint sound of a distant whistle 
or a glimpse of smoke on the horizon. "O1d 
36 is coming!" Men and women lean on their 
hoe handles until the volume of noise has 
risen crescendo-like to its peak and then 
faded to silence before work is resumed. 


The lint-filled atmosphere of a cotton 
gin. Three gin heads of seventy saws each 
hum at their task of removing lint from 
seed. The flap-flap of thick belts and the 


straining groan of a press. Negroes -- 
Howard Noble, Mahlon Weaver and Austin 
Dorn -- sweat at their tasks in the gin 


house, and another, Henry Williams, fires 
the boiler. Through the din there come two 
long and two short blasts. "Old 36 is 
coming!'"' And Howard, with fingers that had 
been gnawed out of shape by cogwheels, 
pulls the cord that leads to the gin whis- 
tle four times, twice long and twice short, 
in reply. The civilities between engines 
are observed. All hands’ laugh. Hearts 
are lifted. 


The American Motherland 


by Thomas Fleming 


The worst thing about being trained as a 
Philologist is a habit of paying attention 
to words --= that and dragging dictionaries 
to the dinner table. Earlier this Spring, 
I was struck by the patriotic refrain of a 
Popular song, which asked us to join the 
Navy and protect the motherland, or words 
very close to these, I have not had the 
heart to search them out. Why does Mother- 
land strike a false note? After all, earth 
and country are feminine words in most 
European languages, like terra and patria 
in Latin. A homeland should have as clear 
a title as any college to the phrase alma 
mater, "nourishing mother."' It is the most 
obvious metaphor in the world to call the 
country of our birth "mother,' and yet the 
history of our language is against it. 


Consulting the Oxford English Diction- 
ary, I discovered that while fatherland is 
attested at least as early as the reign of 
James I (the golden years of misnamed Eli- 
zabethan literature), for motherland --in 
the sense of native country -- we have to 
wait until the declining years of Queen 
Victoria. There is a basic rightness about 
fatherland, even though it has fallen into 
some disfavor by the disgrace of its Ger- 
man cousin, der Vaterland. 


In fact, the notion of a fatherland is 
ancient. The Greeks with patris, the Rom- 
ans with patria, the French, the Germans, 
the Spanish, the Italians, even the Serbs 
and Croats speak, as one concordant Babel, 
of the fatherland-- although the Serbs and 
Croats may not have quite the same father 
in mind. The Greeks on Crete are the ex- 
ception that proves the rule. They were 
peculiar, not merely for their word metris 
motherland, but also for the kind of state 
nurture made more famous by the Spartans. 
Our country is the land of our fathers be- 
cause it is our fathers who have given 
shape and identity to our traditions. In 
the primitive, pre-modern mind, government 
was viewed as an extension of fatherhood. 
Homer, in an anthropological humor, de- 


. 
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a society in which each Cyclops 
gave the law to his wife and children, a 
theory of the origin of government which 
has won approval of political scientists 
from Plato to Sir Henry Sumner Maine. In 
particular, those people who were the for- 
mative influences on our lives and insti- 
tutions -- the Jews, The Greek and Roman 
pagans, the barbarians of northern Europe, 
they were all essentially patriarchal (al- 
though the Scots, at least, may have been 
matrilineal -- tracing descent through the 
female line), and if we can believe lox 
and Tiger's statement in The Imperial Ani-~ 
mal, "There is no such thing as a matriar- 
chy," then government is everywhere an Cs- 
sentially male appetite. 


scribed 


This view of government as "great white 
father" is reflected in the more clegant 
term, paternalism, a word which has unac- 
countably fallen into universal disrepute. 
Leftist propagandists have shaped it into 
a weapon for use against colonialism, the 
Old South, Big Business, and American gen- 
erosity; while those on the right, who 
really ought to be defending it, have en- 
ployed paternalism as a Cant term of abuse 
against Social Security, socialized medi- 
cine, full employment bills--against every 
thing hatched out at HEW. 


If government was created in the image 
of fatherhood, then we can have no reason 
to fear a properly constituted paternalism. 
Of course we could fall into the error of 
supposing that political power is identi- 
cal with the power a father has’ over his 
children. This line of thought, as Locke 
demonstrated, leads inevitably to the ex- 
cesses of hereditary monarchy and was re- 
futed long ago by Aristotle. A father's 
authority over his family was adjusted to 
meet the needs and abilities of his sub- 
jects. Aristotle made the elegant distin- 
ction between paternal power over children 
which is monarchical, and over wives, 
which is republican; and the Dutch jurist, 
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Hugo Grotius distinguished still further 
between a child whose judgment is immature 
and one whose "judgment is mature but he 
is still a part of his parents' Family.” 
The main point of a father's care is to 
Tear the children to be independent adubts 
men and women capable of governing their 
Own families and of doing without parental 
guidance. A government formed in such an 
image would have a parallel object: the 
guarantee of the citizens' rights to di- 


oo their own lives insofar as they were 
a ec. 


In the past, the form of government has 
often made little difference in the life 
of the peonle. Such diverse governments as 
the \thenian democracy, the Roman or Ameri 
can Republic, the British monarchy, all as 
sumed that their citizens were capable of 
conducting their own affairs. They all re- 
stricted themselves in the exercise of 
governmental benevolence, the "Grace that 
comes by force,” which Aeschylus attrihu- 
ted to the pods (Young's translation). As 
much as we might deplore "statism" in all 
forms, whether under the Caesars or the 
Bourbons, it is important to remember that 
a Nero's or a Sun King's interference into 
private life was hoth capricious and con- 
fined very largely to the Upper Classes. 
Until recently only philosophers and 
pricsts had imagined a society in which 
the ordinary citizen would be so carefully 
traincd and so strictly controlled as to 
he rendered incapable of sinning against 


rege against himself, or against the peop- 


Government's henign neglect of its peo- 
ple has heen sterivuted to the want of 
Acans--the technical resources of coercion 

but to think it just as likely to have 
something to do with the paternalistic 
vst of traditional societies. C. S. Lewis 
once described fathers as foreign minis- 
ters for their families. A father insists 
that Justice be done to outsiders as well 
4s family members, whereas “a woman is pri 
marily fiehting for her own children 


tetinst the rest of the world.” Fathers 
are fond of setting rules and of making 
“ure that they are obeyed or that punish- 
ment ois administered to those who break 


them. They like to reward children for do- 
ing their  .uty and to chastize them for 
failure or disobedience. YMne key word is 
Justice, another is indenendence. Fathers 
allow children to make their own mistakes 

even at the risk of life and limb -- be- 
lievine that it is better to break an arm 
falliny out of a tree than to grow up too 
tamid to climh. . 


A genuinely paternal government would 
pursue a similar policy of making laws, 
Punishing criminals, rewarding the vir- 
tuous and patriotic, executing or expell- 
ing traitors, but it would never take 


a 


steps to guarantee virtuous behavior 
prevent crime. It would only rarely 
to spying on its children, tapping 
phones, opening their mail,nor would 
sume that because firearms, tobacco, | 


hol, and automobiles can 


or to 
stoop 
their 
it @s~ 
alco- 
be misused by the 


careless and the foolish, that such things 
must be regulated or forbidden. It cou 


never conceive of manipulating th 


e minds, 


even of its worst criminals, through sleep” 
teaching, hypnosis, or drugs. Such a soc 
ety would mot regard the law as an inane 
ance policy against every human ill. a 
paternal government would rely on the goo 
sense of its citizens, and if that fails, 
well then they must take the consequences - 


If fathers are the judges and Fore}sr 
ministers of their fathilies, then anthers 
are supremely advocates for their children, 


"the special trustees of 


their interests, 


as Lewis called them. Our mothers love il 
with eyes open and in spite of our unwort 


iness. Their hodies have 
nourishment. Yor years 


given us life and 
they watched over 


almost every moment of our lives and under - 
stood us far too well ever to trust us to 
our own devices. For our own good, they 
have held us all night in the dark, forced 
us to take nasty medicine, and not only 
told us what to do and how to do it, but 


stood over us until we 


had done it the 


right way, their way. Fven when we have 
sprouted gray hairs, they recall our child- 
hood with some foolish nickname or episode 

we had long forgotten, and worry constant- 

ly whether or not our wives or hus bands 

are taking proper care of us, A mother's 

love will not even shrink from snooping 

through drawers or opening our mail or mak- 
ing us unhappy, all for our own good. 


But what works in the 


family, with the 


counterbalance of paternal judgment, will 
not necessarily be a successful ordering 


principle of a society. 


In a maternal so- 


ciety, in a country whose image of govern- 


ment is essentially femal 
of freedom and justice 


e, considerations 
will necessarily 


give way to a concern for the welfare of 
the citizens. Such a government will hover 
over its people like a mother hen, making 


sure that they keep out 
venting them from making 


I have been told stori 


of trouble, pre- 
mistakes. 


es of my widowed 


great-grandmother, a woman who ruled her 


grown sons with an iron 
when they erred, confis 
and at their weddings g 
which she paid for out 
lated ecarnings, which 


hand, beat them 
cated their pay, 
ave them houses 
of their accumu- 
they would have 


otherwise squandered. I am quite sure that 


her sons benefited from 
despotism, one which had 


this benevolent 
been made neces- 


sary by their father's death. But at the 


core of ail such kindness 
ness to regard grown men 
irresponsible children, 


is the unwilling- 
as anything but 
sprung up miracu- 
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peuady ike a height of six feet. This re- roles which has made such strange bedfel- 
thenes cg 13 ,Sne of the more ecurrent lows of the editors of Playboy and ms and 

emes of modern Southern Literature. almost all the highschool counselors of 
America? Europeans have always pointed the 
finger at the mock men and overbearing wo- 


When a government Fegards her citizens 
Yrollope, for 


v4 children who must be nursed, the con- men of the United States. 
quences are obvious: prohibition (the one, claimed that an American ve would 
merely have tempted Adma to cat the 


First fruits of women's suffrage), the New not 
apple, "She would have ordered him to make 


Deal, the Great Society, and the = short- 
his meal." American high culture, however, 


ete New Foundation--a slogan that demon- r : 
: rates that Billy is not the only Carter gives us the best example of inverted im- 
oOmake tasteless jokes. All of these ages of male and female --the TV sitcom in 
Changes, which are usually grouped under which the bumbling, incompetent father is 
the rubric Socialism:ereeping (galloping contrasted with the wise, managing mother. 


Would be more appropriate), are less The worst effect of this conspiracy of 
feminism with pornography is the growing 


raved gi by improved care of the unfortunate : 
hes by the erosion of the individual will. conviction among healthy women that their 
$s Gustave LeBon observed at the heginning normal lives are somehow less rich and 


rare than those of the harridans and homo- 
sexuals who make up the leadership of “the 
movement" -- that there could possibly be 
some tasks more vital to society than bear- 
ing and rearing the next generation. liven 


of this century, "When the state trics to 
protect its citizens too much, they lose 
their habit of protecting themselves." The 
effects on modern men are all too obvious. 
George Gilder and others have written mov- 


ingly about the unhappy fate of a male hu- though revelation and biology conspire to 
man animal, trapped in a bureaucratized, instruct us that important aspects of our 
feminine world that. allows him no scope sexual identity are innate, our present 
for doing the things he must do, if he is generation of vipers, liberated both from 
to become a man, and they have rightly re= religion and from science, will recognize 

no truth that is not sanctioned by the col- 


lated this unhappy situation to fundamen- 
tal changes in sexual roles, but the trans- 
formation of government's sexual identity 
appears to have gone unnoticed, perhaps be- 
cause it is too deep within the fabric of 


lective wisdom of Walter Cronkite and com- 
mercial jingles. 


that yovernment has 


If we are right, : , 
in sexual identity, 


suffered a basic change 


things. 

: then we should expect that the greatest re- 
As is the case with so many basic changes, sistance to these innovations would he in 
we carry on with the sdme language and rit- the parts of the country which have pre- 
uals, as if nothing had happened. It took served the clearest distinction hetween 
several gencrations for the pcople of men and women, c.g. the South. The South 
Italy to realize that the Roman Empire was has been perceived throughout our history 
really finished. Justinian and his succes- as a place where the traditions of family 

life have been preserved along with old- 


sors ruled in Constantinople-- New Rome -- 


their governors resided in Ravenna and oc- 


fashioned "stercotypes" (to use the langu- 
to age of the enemy) of manhood 


-- courage, 


casionally exerted enough authority 
bring a Pope to heel. Times were hard, in- honor--and womanhood--gentleness and moral 
deed, and the barbarians acted as if they strength. Our very failure to win inde- 


owned the place, and it was getting harder pendence has forced us to remain a conser: 
vative backwater, a pocket of ignorant re- 


every day to tell the Goths from the Ro- 
mans, German from Latin, but people per- sistance to ill-considered change. 
sisted in their conviction that times 
would change. They always had before. It is, therefore, not surprising after 
all, that the strongest opposition to the 
So we carry on with the Fatherland, with Welfare State should come from the South, 
Allons enfants de la Patrie, and with the | 4 region which, in cconomic terms, is 
Faith of our Fathers. Only Russia, for cen- still the poorest in the Union, but which 
turies the home of an Asiatic despotism -- has been a continuous source of conserva- 
tive leadership and of the military men 


occasionally benevolent -- is called the 
Motherland. In the U.S.A. we have acknowl - who have kept the whole country safe from 
edged the change only up to the second foreign aggression, We cannot expect to 
rank of government, Bell Telephone, known hold out forever or to continue to supply 
affectionately to subscribers and to vic- the country with statesmen and soldiers. 
tims as "Ma Bell,"' the voice in the night, If the current attack on Southern tradi- 
the best friend that any meddling bureau- tions is not resisted, if we fail to reas- 
cracy has ever had. sert contro] over our institutions -- 
schools, churches, libraries, newspapers 


I should be loath to assign any one and governments--then we can expect to see 
the defeat of Auntie Sam's last major en- 


cause for government's sex-change opera- 
emy as the long dull night of Asian bureau- 


tion, but why, after all, should govern- 
ment be immune to the confusion of sex cracy descends upon the West. 
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A Better Guide than Reason 


M.on. Bradford, La Salle, f11.: 
Sherwood Sugden, 1979, 
Hardcover €12.95; paperback, $4.95 


fhe world's largest, most ancient, and 
Wst ceemplury republic observed its hicen- 


tennial net long ago. One would expect 
“uch an oceasion to be a time of rededica- 
tion and renewal, of restoration and re- 


covery, Instead, we had a value-free of fi+ 
chal celebration that was expensive, dull, 


and touched by a small minority of citi- 
TOMS. \t least the New Leftists af the 
People's Bicentennial, unlike the middle 
tlass buresucrats of the official obser- 


Vance, took the American Revolution seri- 
ously. Still, they failed to nersuade most 
of us that the red-headed Southern plan- 
ters, hardhitten New England fishermen, 
and cold-cyed backcountry riflemen who 
fought at should be understood chiefly 
a5 predecessors of Mao and Fidel, 


\Il the wealth, talent, and global power 


of the \merican mass media did not suceced, 


as far as T know, in producing one memor- 
sble show that portrayed the American 

founding meaningfully to the American peo- 
ple. We were allowed to read about .feffer- 
son's sex life and the rascal Aaron Burr 
and to view the romanticized adventures of 
\frican villagers snatched to bondige in 
\mcrica, But apparently the deeds of 
George Washington, Patrick Henry, Sam Ad- 
ums, or Francis Marion, the events of Lex- 
ington, Saratoga, Valley Forge, or Kings 
Mountain, do not provide any stuff which 
the masters of the media find marketable. 


ADL in all, one suspects that those Am- 
ericans who came closer to partaking of 
the spirit of the Revolution were that 
small number who dressed up in uniforms 
and fired of f muzzle-loading muskets. At 
least their intent was to commemorate an 
inheritance that was genuinely, if some- 
times dimly felt, rather than to celebrate 
in an orgy of self-congratulation some- 
thing appreciated perversely or not at all. 


The lack of energy, conviction, and 
meaning in the bicentennial provides the 
best evidence, though other proofs are all 
around us, of how alienated the American 
people have become from their roots. In 
fact, we are on the verge of ceasing to 
have any identity at all as a people, of 
ceasing to acknowledge any kinship that 
transcends allegiance to a shared standard 
of living. 


If you agree with the foregoing analy- 
$is, then you will also agree with Jeffrey 
Hart, Professor of English at Dartmouth 


‘portant of our time.’ 


and an editor of Matiowat Fe~ 

mH the Introduction Oe 

Better Guide Than Reason that some of ee 
essays in this bosk "are among the most im 

; ; For Bradford, iff @ 

Stunning feat 6f intellectual courage and 

arintas tity, has done nothing tess than to 

provide us with the necessary means to re- 

discover our founding, the original basis 

of our commonwéalth, 


University 
view, who writes 


Under Bradford's direction, we cam grasp 
for ourselves the identity of the American 
people at the founding of the Republic, 
free and clear of the obfuscations and mis 
representations piled up by succeeding 
Benerations of partisans, He has made it 
possible for us to see clearly for the 
first time in more than a century the na- 
ture and import of that process by which 
the scattered English inhabitants of North 
America articulated themselves into a repu- 


blitan realm. He tells us ina full- 
blooded and circumstantial account what 
our forefathers were Tike, what they be- 
lieved and why, what they meant and what 


in the gréut documents 


they did not mean 
their lives, for- 


to which they pledged 
tuncs, and honor. 


A providentially peeuliar combination of 
training and heritage laid the groundwork 
for this achievement. Bradford, Professor 
of fnglish and American Studies at the 
University of Dallas, is by vocation a stu- 
dent of literature and by heritage a Sou-~ 
thern Agrarian. For him, as for our Found- 
ing Fathers, politics, history, and liter- 
ature are not separate, mutually exclusive, 
and merely technical activities. History 
and literature are moral and aesthetic stu- 
dies, the ends of which are the cultiva- 
tion of good men. And sinte the quality of 
men is defined, collectively, by the quai- 
ity of their citizenship, politics and 
literature are by nature a seamless fabric. 
It is part of Bradford's feat that he has 
miraculously restored the fabric. 


As a student of literature, and partic- 
ularly the highly political English litera- 
ture of the century prior to the American 
war, he reads the great documents of the 
American founding with a lost apprehension 
of the connotations of the language in 
which they were written, As a Southerner, 


he reads these same documents with an in- 
herited appreciation of how the American 
communities that produced them actually 


For as Bradford points out, Sou- 
the most American of 


worked. 
thern things are 
American things. 


Bradford's eleven essays have a three- 
fold thrust. One group aims at recovering 
the American Revolution that was under- 
stood by the men who made it, Character- 
ized in the English tradition out of which 
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it came, this Revolution was "Old Whig" or latent proclivity for destructive rebel- 

pe oS Whig.” It looked backward rather lion as opposed to the restorative effort 

than forward; it was preservative of cus- of the original War of Independence. 

tomary values and ‘arrangements; it hap= ; 

pened int reaction tao innovations of the In laying out the fundamental mISE ey 
(2) co 


British government and was not a manifesta- ences between Jefferson and Franklin, 
tion of a radicalized impulse for remeking ten thought to be on the same wing of the 
the world by a utopian calculus. Many Revolution, liberals and cosmopelitans to- 
would agree with Bradford that the Atieri- géther, Bradford is at his most subtle and 
can Revolution was a conservative event, skillful. They were very different kinds 
but no other writer has matched his por- of cosmopolitans and liberals. Jefferson, 
trayal af why and how that was so. whatever Kis private opinions, was a pub- 
. 3 lie man first and always. a Virginian, navi- 
Among this first group are essays on gating with refcrence to the fixed star of 
three Founding Fathers whose neglect in re- Virginia law and custom. Frankiin pre- 
cent years has been, Bradford suggests, figured the modern American -- a rootless 
deliberate. A full understanding of these solipsist, literally a self-made man, glid- 


men and of how representative they were ing and manipulating his pleasant and hene- 
would undermine many partial and peeuliar selene way through a world that lacked any 

interpretations that have been put forward stable identity. 

of the meaning of the Revolution. The 

three are Patrick Henry of Virginia, John Bradford's third point relates his under- 


standing of the American Revolution to the 


Dickinson of Pennsylvania who, though un- lut t 
populist tradition. He identifics himself 


known today was perhaps the most revered 
American of his time except for Washington, clearly with those Americans who live tes 
and William Henry Drayton of South Caro- tually or in spirit “up at the forks of 
lina. (The Drayton essay appears elsewhere the creek’=-those who fee] government pri- 


in this issue of the Southern Partisan.) marily as an unfriendly outside force 
aimed at manipulating the settled and re- 


Among the essays designed to recover the vered things -- from Bacon's Rebellion of 
import of the Revolution we can place also the 1670's to the anti-busing campaigns of 
the initial one which takes up our fore- the 1970's. He affirms the angientry and 
fathers' identification with the history legitimacy of this way of thinking and sug- 
ef republican Rome. The Roman Republic, gests that it still lies endemic though 
after which Americans modelled their own unrecognized in the American body politic. 


was one in which citizenship consisted of 
shared manes and mores, access to a common 
law, and a strenuous sense of patriotism-- 
not a republic of undiscriminating access 


American scholars, as a rule, value in- 
tense analysis of small questions and cf- 
fect a scientific neutrality. Small ques- 
tions often lend to sterility and neutral - 


to rights and privileges. 
ity sometimes leads to enslavement to some 
Bradford's second group of essays have abstract and future-centered idea). Bra - 
to do with the derailment of the Old Whig ford's breadth of learning in history, 
tradition in the 19th century. He finds in literature, and political thought is grand 
the implemented political thought of Abra- ly adnomalous. He writes with old-fash- 


ioned eloquence, informed by the love of a 


ham bLincoln "a rhetoric for continuing : 
living community of people. 


revolution.” Lincoln's selective reading 
of the Declaration of Independence, with 
an unduly emphasized and distorted inter- 
pretation of the concept of equality, in- 
jected into the American body politic a 
messianic style and disintegrative ferment olution that uproots the healthy trunk but 
that still bedevil us. Paradoxically, that which cuts away the excrescences and 
Lincoln's inheritance remains a crippling overgrowths so that the trunk may breathe, 
and self=contradictory impediment in the In that sense no one who roads and digests 
train of many of those Americans who A Better Guide cun fail to be revotution- 
style themselves conservatives. ized. We had thought that the great South 
orn political tradition -- that of Patrich 


Henry and Jefferson, John Taylor and John 
Randolph, Calhoun and Davis, the 19th cen- 


The best revolutions are restorative 
what Jefferson had in mind when he advo - 
ated a little one new and then. Not rev 


_ Two essays provide the background for 
Linceln's derailment of American tradition. 
One is a devoir to Russell Kirk, the other tury agrarians and the 20th century agrar: 
a comparison of Benjamin Franklin's auto- ians--was dead, Not so; it is alive and 
biography with Thomas Jefferson's only well and those worthy spokesmen of the 
book, Notes on the State of Virginia. The South have found a worthy successor in 
American tradition was bipolar. Counter- M. E. Bradford. 
posed to the predominant Old Whiggery of 
ane peaks and Middle States poe the Puri - 

an inheritance of New Englan which im- ; } 
planted deeply in the American fabric a by Clyde Wilson 
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A Clear Voice 


Douglas Young, Poct 
ahd Polymath, A selection from his 
Writings, Macdonald Publishers, 
Loahhead, Midlothian, 
160 pages, 13.50 


few people escaped unaffected from a 
mecting with Douglas Young. Hte was a giant 
of aman, even in size, and his enthusiasm 
ranged from ancient Greek poetry to con- 
temporary politics-- from writing splendid 


verse in Scots to editing Theognis and 
chairing the Scots National Party. This 
volume of collected prose and verse, with 
a 25 page memoir of his life, has been 


edited by his daughter Cléra and his old 
colleague Navid Murison, and ought to en- 
sure Prof. Young a secure place in the 

history of Scottish letters. 


Most of Douglas Young's best poetry was 
written when he was indeed “qadam iuvenis 
barbatulus"-- as he once signed a piece of 
light verse. The strength of his verse 
and the peculiar quality of his diatect 


miy be judged by his translation of "the 
twenty-third psalm of King Davit,” which 
‘Ss reported to have inspired tears in an 


audience of farmers sceptical of the use- 
fulness of their own language. 
The Lord's my herd, I sali nocht want. 
_ “Whaur green the gresses grow 
Salil be my fauld. Ile caas me aye 
Whaur fresh sweet burnies rowe... 


Concern for the people of Scotland runs 
through much of his hest verse, not only 
in the pocms written in Scots. In an Eng- 
lish poem, "For the Old Highlands," Young 
voices the thoughts of everyone who has 
lamented the passing of an old world: 


That harmony of folk and land is 
shattered. 

The yearly rhythm of things, the 
social graces 

Peat-fire and music, candle-light 
and kindness... 


Young came into prominence as a Scots 
nationalist during World War II because of 
his defiance of conscrintion. He always 
maintained that the Act of Union did not 
give Britain the right to draft Scots na- 


tionals. It was a few days before being 
carted off to jail that he was elected 
Chairman of the Scots National Party. 


Young described those years himself in his 
autobiographical, Chasing an Ancient Greek. 
His vigorous defense of the language and 
traditions of Scotland is reflected in 
many of the essays in this collection. 


Classical literature increasingly occu- 
pied the poet-politician's attention in 
later years of his life, at St. Andrews, 
McMaster University, and finally at the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 


When asked by the chairman of classics at 
Chapel Hili what courses hé would Like to 
teach, Youfig replied, all of Greek poetry 
from Homer to Nonnus, and meant it. — ‘Dikt- 
ing these years in Chapel Hill (1970-74), 
Young came to love the American South al- 
mast as a second home. Even the hot cli- 
mate appeared to suit him. I well remem- 
ber one miserable eveiiang in July, when it 
seemed as if the sun had turned off its 
light but net its heat. Young stood star- 
ing tp at the stars, 1 staring Up at him: 
When 1 remarked idly upon how hot it was, 
he filled his lungs with the stifling air 
and replied-- joyfully -- "Not like Bonnie 
Scotland," 


Douglas Young often surprised Souther~ 
fiers with his superior knowledge of their 
history. Of course, he was particularly 
interested in the North Carolina Scots and 
Flsra MacDonald's attempt fo royse the im- 
migratt highlanders, yet he seemed £6 find 


the whole region congenial to his taste, 
especially the South Carplina Lowcountry. 
On one of his rambles he even penetrated 
the region as far as McClellanville to 
look at nearby Hampton Plantation and to 
visit its formar master, Archibald Rut= 
ledge, the late poet-laureate of South 
€arolina. : 


In some Tespects Deuglas Young ig agers 
determined to remain a minor figure in sev- 
eral Fields at once: one political triumph, 
two small volumes of verse, a first-rate 

edition of a Greek. poet. Few men have done 

as much good work in any of these fields, 

but his success was limited by the rest- 

less urge to know more of everything there 

was worth knowing. As with the Greeks whom 

he so admired, teams Life and character 

were his greatest creation. There was 

nothing petty or mean in the man and it is 

no wonder that his nicknames have included 

"The Olympian" and even “God.“ 


Young exhibited the best features of a 
‘nationalist. Grounding his life in the 
love of his country, its people and langu- 
age, he joined the only genuine interna- 
tional set there is~-the world of scholars 
and thinkers. His life is a lesson to 
many that now would claim the: title South- 
ern Nationalist. 


It. is a commonplace of gene writing 
to say that we shall not see his like 
again or that the world is diminished by 
his passing, but this Earth once so prolif- 
ic in giants, has in this century produced 
only a handful to make sure that we know 
what we are giving up with all our level- 
ling and equality. Douglas Young, poet, 
nationalist, and scholar, was one such -- 
like the giant of Greek legend, whose 
strength was maintained by contact with 


his native soil. He has been dead for 
five years, but it is to be hoped that in 
this book “memorie lives and grows when 


aa that can dee is deid." 


Whistling Dixie 


by J. R. Vanover 


Our President asked 
’ 1 us last 
den ee ee good to say about America, 
rt ne Wig tue South as part of 
n € President 

know that CBS N 
Other night ed ve 


Something bad about 


Summer to 


and Hoaedon eT eeLity in Metphis, Mobile, 
a : reported a wav ime 
in the streets of Atlanta; fe ee 


tittronie ie Warfare against Vietnamese im- 
an eeect had East Texas. Shortly afterwards 
oh An's aying could be heard as our na- 
at tue fe neds scented-- yes, a revival 
Taal u Kluxers! And just in the past 
Sf tue Bay | the (non-union) toiling masses 
eine themes have become a hot topic 
Sind” e agitprop mills are beginning to 
grin Out the kind of gritty books and 
the “Gears that we haven't seen since 
ia Meee nee OF Scottsboro and Gaston- 
: €S Sir, it looks like it's getting 


to be time to tra : 
mple out tha o - 
yard once again. p that old vine 


Consider, as well, the recent promin- 
ence of white Southern villains and’ Fools 
Maes ee baie television. Take fools first. 
+ re eg Andy have been put out to pasture 

ut the Dukes of Hazzard and the residents 

of Carter Country soldier on as the most 
Leipedal. in a long series of white Southern 
lappy darkies. Never mind that lots of 
white Southerners like those programs: 
lots of blacks were sorry to see the King- 
fish go, too, but the considered opinion 
of the keepers of the national conscience 
was that "Amos 'n! Andy" fed the unfortun- 
ate Stereotypes of white viewers, so -- 
good-bye, Kingfish. But Dave Gardner never 
got around to Organizing his National As- 
Sociation for the Advancement of White 
Trash, so it's still 0.K. to portray Sou- 
thern whites as amusing nincompoops. (In- 
cidentally, one of the actors in “The 
Dukes of Hazzard" actually lived in Atlan- 
ta for five years, but the other is from 
Michigan or somewhere like that. At least 
Amos 'n' Andy used real black actors.) 


At the same time white Southerners are 
becoming established as television's prime 
fools, we're also making a run for the 
title of favorite villain. Ever since the 
producers of "The Untouchables" got the 
word that they'd be fitted for cement over- 
coats if Elliot Ness kept chasing crimin- 
als with Italian names, there has. been a 
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real shortage of satisfactory ethnic types 
to serve as villains on prime-time shoot- 


"em-ups. Pay attention: I think you'll 
see that a stable of white Southern vil- 
lains is being groomed to fill that gap. 


Just recently, I caught your standard-is- 
Sue rogue lawman on a "Charlie's Angels" 
re-run, but I've seen a dozen other exam- 
ples in the past year or so-- and I really 
don't watch that much television. They've 
run from "Heat of the Night" and ''Easy 
Rider" knock-offs to some imaginatively 
conceived down-home Manson Family types, 
and the writers are onto something, sure 
enough: For sheer menace, it's hard to 
beat the redneck villain. And, of course, 


there's no one to complain about ethnic 
slander. 

Now don't get me wrong. I'm not pro- 
posing a Dixie Anti-Defamation Leaguc.— I 
think we can afford to be philosophical 
and indulgent about it. I mean we know 


we're superior. T am struck by the fact 
that people who would walk out on anti- 
black or anti-Semitic remarks apparently 
don't think twice about the stock televi- 
sion portrait of Southerners as coon-ass 
hicks or vicious louts, but I didn't bring 
the subject up to complain about the un- 
fairness of it all. I just want to point 
out that not long ago, it looked as if 
things were going our way, for the TUTSs 
time since moonlight and magnolias went 
out of style. 


It was only five years ago, for example, 
that the Village voice was peddling Sam 
Ervin T-shirts, having found | virtues in 
that stalwart opponent of busing and the 
FRA that even us long-time admirers of the 
Senator hadn't suspected were there. It 
was about the same time that the Good Old 
Boy was being celebrated in such unlikely 
quarters as the pages of New York magazine, 
and a number of movies--most of them star- 
ring Burt Reynolds -- were presenting an 


image of the working-class Southern white 
that was really something quite new: no 
snakes, no sheets, no hookworm, | but not 
the sentimentality and ersatz dignity of 
the old W.P.A. treatment cither. The Last 
American Hlero was alleged to be a North 


Carolina stockcar driver named Junior John 
son. It looked as if the nation was ready 
for another of its recurrent love affairs 
with the South. 


And when Jimmy Carter got the NDemocrat- 
ic nomination for president -- well, then 
"the media'’ really turned it on. You rem- 
ember: Every newspaper and magazine in 
sight updated its "At Last--The New South" 
feature, interviewed a few tame Souther- 
ners to tell them what the hell was eoing 
on, and concluded that the nation. was 
thirsting for the down-home virtues, after 
Watergate and Victnam. The apotheosis of 
Ham and Jody and Billy and Miz Lillian was 
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something to watch. In various combina- 
tions, they turned up on the covers of 
every magazine from Time to Rolling Stone, 
flashing (as who wouldn't?) those shit- 
eating Georgia grins. Meanwhile, in Brook- 
lyn Heights, I'm told, the expatriate com- 
munity worked to recover their lost ac- 
cents, and the washington Post "Style" sec 
tion reported that Georgetown hostesses 
were serving peanut soup. It all added up 
to an overdose of what George Tindall 
called "Southern fried chic." 


Well, it was great fun. 


But it was just 
one of those things. 


A summer romance--It 
couldn't last, and hasn't. Carter's kin- 
folk have been pretty well consigned to 
well-deserved obscurity. Jordan and Pow- 
ell are now key figures in the "Georgia 
Mafia" which Supposedly exerts a baleful 
influence on the White House, having liq- 
uidated the legitimate claimants -- Abzug, 
Califano, and a bunch of other New Yorkers 
And we've seen what the media have to say 
about the South these days. 


Is it just that the Carter honeymoon is 
Over, and the South is tainted with guilt 

by association? Well, of course that's 
part of the story. The Carter build-up 
was sO extravagant that, dramaturgically, 
there had to be a fall -- even if the poor 
devil hadn't helped things along by turn- 
ing out to be incompetent. But the ideal- 
ization of things Southern preceded Car- 
ter's rise. (Indeed, he profited from it: 
Tom Wolfe and Burt Reynolds supplied the 
Script that Ham and Jody played.) And the 
assault on the South now shaping up seems 


to me to be over-kill, if the only point 
is further to discredit 


i an unpopular pres 
ident. 

No, I think there's more to it than 
that. The Era of Good Feeling that set in 


early in the seventi 
interests outside 
was being used, 


es reflected political 
the South. The South 
as it often has been. 


It SPQR. 

was being used by some non-Southerners to « er 
flog others. The glowing reports of Sou- xx 

thern progress in race relations served as ee RR Re ek kk kee . 7 atures 

a standing reproach to those Northern and * The next issue of the Southern Partisan te “ayers 

Western communities that were dragging * . : . ionali the J. P. Stev 

their heels on school desegregation. "Soen- ~ articles on Southern Nationalism, regular 

Hee enn fee in meveraty ~- newly » labor dispute, Richard Weaver, as well i g pixie: 
iscovere ~~ provided a dramatic counter- 5 : ah N histlin 

point to the moral sleaziness of the Nixon * features like The New South and W 

White House. The Laid-back insouciance of : ur 

the Good Old Boy was in striking contrast : Sy Pitas us yO 

to the methodical, competitive, cost-cf- « Save your Confederate money but send ae 

fective style of the Best and the Bright- > shrinking U.S. dollars before they disappe 

est, a atyte es had eee meee x b ription 

down in the Indochinese jungles. And the 9 sc 

only alternative to four more years of * Send $5.00 for one year = -6e 

Gerald Ford was this Baptist peanut-mer- + Southern Partisan 

chant from South Georgia. So the myth * P. O. Box 193 ; 

makers got to work, and we have scen the McClellanville, S. GC. aan «* 

results. wk kk kkk * 


to 
urpose 
But now there's no further purp on the 


be served by idealizing the lene of the 
contrary, the sectional inte e hasty de- 
"national" media dictate eanitie off the 
mythologizing--or, rather, jae enich has 
alternative, unflattering myt The seven- 
always been held in reserve. nage of popu” 
ties saw something of a hemorr neewonet to 
lation and resources from the ieee ; 
the "Sunbelt" -- mostly to the NEBi>coiks 
partly to the South as well. eartita 
that are left up yonder are $s tax base 
get worried about their pues repre” 
and their declining Congress10! 
sentation. 


: erican 

Let me tell you a story. [aay eee 
Dance Theater recently moved fro snit 
ticut to Durham, North Shae North 
that weird? Durham. Hell, eve 
Carolinians look down on keer 
there they are. When a frien 
heard about that, he wrote rosette mills: 
my plan: First we take their tex Then We 
Then we take their toe-dancers. You can 
reopen Andersonville Prison... les one 
bet the Yankees don't like them pei’ on t 
damn bit. How about a few storie mething 
Klan revival? And maybe throw in so t may 
on brown lung while you're at on re's no 
not be too late: "Hey, folks--T “Honest? 
New South. It's still benighted- 
Don't go!" 


of mine 
nHere'S 


I think we're in for a spell 
timey sectional ear-pulling and 
ing, and the South's not going cheat 
very well at the hands of the aegis 
media for the next few years. 56 tO 
ready seeing a struggle in Congres welfare 
injury to insult, by taking a 
away. But that's another story; 
later column. 


‘ ntri- 
EDITOR'S NOTE: Mr. Vanover will ©? to 


n 
bute a regular colum 
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